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Items  from  the  Madura  Mission 

STATISTICAL  TABLES  FOR  1888. 


Piipuliition  of  Mission  District          ...  ...  1,77j,O0O 

Number  of  missioiiai-ies  in  tlie  field   ...  ...  11 

„       luissioiKuy  ladies  married  and  unmarnied  19 

„       stations        -.•                  ...  ...  12 

„        ordained  native  agents      ...  ...  20 

villages  containing  Clirlslians  ...  384 

„       persons  in  congregations    ...  ...  12,036 

,,             ,,          able  to  read  ...  3,7 lo 

Average  attendance  at  Sabbath  services  ...  7,164 

Kumber  of  Sabbath  schools              ...  ...  172 

Average  attendance  of  do.                ...  ...  4,152 

Fees  collected  in  schools                   ...  l?s.  11,221-6-5 

Total  contribution  by  the  people       ...  lis.  7,53S-0-O 

„    number  of  chnrch-mcmbers      ...  ...  3,439 

Additions  on  profession                    ...  ...  256 

Total  additions            ...                  ...  ...  427 

Bible  women              ...                 ...  ...  35 

Persons  under  instruction  of  Bible  ■women  ...  1,539 

Number  of  hearers                 ,,         „  ...  69,787 

Bibles  and  Testaments  sold  and  given  ...  270 

Scripture  portions          „           „  ...  2,123 

Tracts                          „          ,,  ...  75,997 

School  and  other  books   „          „  ...  9,993 

School  of  all  grades     ..-                  ...  ...  171 

Total  pupils  in  all  schools               ...  ...  5,775 
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Thei'e  is  a  tendency  anaong  us  all,  workers  and  reader?, 
to  forget  the  principle — first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  then 
the  full  corn  in  the  ear.  Anxiety  for  a  rounded  and  com- 
plete Christian  manhood,  anxiety  for  the  growth  of  the 
church,  causes  us  to  look  for  great  things  in  the  young 
church  in  this  country  and  when  it  falls  short,  our  disap- 
pointment is  great.  A  qniet  trust  in  the  mighty  power  of 
the  precious  word  we  preach,  a  glance  at  the  example  of 
the  Master,  who,  however  opposed,  however  thwarted,  never 
indicated  a  doubt  of  the  ultimate  success  of  His  kingdom, 
will  reconcile  the  worker  to  all  the  different  phases  of  the 
harvest  field.  If  numbers  do  not  appear  in  a  report  it  is 
not  to  be  concluded  that  tliei'e  has  been  no  fruitage.  If  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  has  been  awakened,  and  a  desire  to  know 
something  more  than  the  ordinary  topics  of  village  life 
1ms  sprang  up,  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  make  the  dwell- 
ings cleaner,  neater,  more  attractive,  if  their  own  persons 
are  clothed  with  a  greater  reference  to  comeliness  and 
modesty,  if  greater  industry  in  the  day's  occupation  and 
greater  vigor  in  overcoming  the  lethargy  of  a  tropical 
climate  are  observable,  cannot  all  these  be  attributed  to  the 
working  of  Christianity.  This  report  then  will  show  a 
healthful  increase  to  our  numbers  during  the  past  year, 
and  at  the  same  time  we  hope  that  those  who  read  these 
lines,  will  be  able  to  see  that  which  is  so  apparent  to  the 
worker  on  the  ground,  namely,  a  growing  enlightenment 
spiritually,  morally  and  materially,  both  among  those  who 
are  numbered  as  Christians,  and  those  who  are  not. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  j-ear  nine  mission  families,  and 
seven  lady  missionaries  were  in  the  field.  During  the 
year,  Mrs,  Hazen  has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  her  Avork 
for  a  time,  and  return  to  America.  We  hope,  that  after  a 
short  absence,  she  will  be  able  again  to  take  up  work 
among  us  with  renewed  health  and  vi^ror.    In  November 
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we  were  glad  to  welcome  back  to  tlieir  field.  Dr.  and  Mrs, 
Chester,  wlio,  after  less  than  a  year's  absence,  retui-u 
strengthened,  and  ready  for  another  term  of  service,  among 
those  with  whom  they  have  already  spent  nearly  thirty 
years  of  mission  life.  With  them  came  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Allen,  who  expect,  after  acquiring  the  language,  to  enter 
upon  the  medical  work.  A  welcome  also  is  extended  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Perkins,  who  comes  to  work  as  an  independ- 
ent missionary,  among  the  women  and  children  of  Manda- 
pasalai  station.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  great  rejoicing 
if  we  could  retain  our  present  force  in  the  field  but  alas, 
we  could  not.  Yeai'S  of  service  in  this  tropical  clime  de- 
mand a  change  and  three  of  our  families  must  leave  us 
early  in  the  coming  year.  Our  field,  then  which  during 
the  last  year,  had  three  vacant  stations,  during  the  com- 
ing year,  will  have  five  vacant  stations  not  to  speak  of 
Pasumalai  and  Madura  to  each  of  which  an  additional  mis- 
sionary should  be  sent.  Loud  have  been  our  calls  for  re- 
inforcements and  many  prayers  have  been  offered  that 
laborers  might  be  sent  to  us.  But  as  yet  some  stations 
remain  unoccupied.  It  is  to  the  manifest  disadvantage  of 
any  station  to  be  placed  under  the  management  of  a  misr 
sionary  who  is  a  resident  of  another  station,  even  though 
he  be  a  skilled  and  able  workman. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  missionary,  with  a  large  station  in 
hand,  to  ti-avel  over  large  tracts  of  country  in  visiting  the 
villages  of  another  district.  And  unless  this  visitation  is 
kept  up,  many  evils  creep  in,  and  troubles  occur  which 
weaken  or  lessen  the  congregation.  Yet  during  this  last 
year,  three  of  our  members  have  had  two  stations  to  super- 
intend, and  some  work  equivalent  to  two  stations;  and  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  almost  every  man  on  the  ground  will 
be  obliged  to  assume  the  care  of  an  extra  station.  We 
most  earnestly  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will 
bring  the  need  of  this  great  field  home  to  the  hearts  of 
some  of  his  servants  in  the  United  States,  in  so  forcible  and 
convincing  a  manner  that  they  cannot  but  accept  His  com- 
mission and  enter  this  work.    Our  cry  is  not  for  help  to 
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undertake  some  new  aud  uncertain  venture,  wliicli  may 
or  may  not  meet  the  Master's  approval,  but  for  kelp  in  a 
work,  upon  wliich,  in  years  gone  by,  he  has  set  his  seal,  and 
in  which  to-day  he  is  manifestly  working. 

We  then,  at  the  beginning  of  this  new  year,  with  deep 
earnestness  and  anxiety,  ring  out  the  ci-y  to  at  least  five  of 
God's  servants  ''to  come  over  and  help  us." 


It  lies  in  the  Madura  district  which  contains  about 
2,000,000  people,  scattered  over  a  territory  of  about  6,424< 
miles.  To  v/ork  the  field  we  are  assisted  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  native  brethren  consisting  of  19  pastors  129  cate- 
chists  or  unordained  preachers^  1 7  evangelists,  254  teach- 
erSj  and  35  Biblo  women. 


These  ordained  assistants  are  usually  placed  in  large  dis- 
tricts, with  many  villages  and  helpers  under  their  oversight 
and  care. 

In  some  central  village  or  town,  their  residence  is  situ- 
ated, and  around  them  is  gathered  a  congregation  to  whose 
wants  they  minister  on  the  Sabbath,  and  on  all  other  days, 
when  not  visiting  the  surrounding  villages.  This  company 
of  our  fellow-workers  is  in  many  respects  the  most  satis- 
factory body  among  those  who  constitute  our  working 
force.  Witli  scarcely  an  exception,  they  arc  fairly  well 
educated,  efiicient,  and  commanding  the  respect  of  both 
Hindus  and  Christians. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  missionai'ies  to  throw  as  much  re- 
sponsibility as  possible  upon  the  pastors,  in  order  to  foster 
in  them  a  feeling  of  responsibility,  and  independence;  and 
prepare  them  for  the  time  when  the  young  church  in  India 
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siiall  be  supported,  officered,  and  dirccteLl  only  by  India'a 
children.  The  supervision  of  the  villages  under  their  charge, 
the  nourishing  of  Christian  life,  the  preaching  to  the  hea- 
then, is  no  small  task  for  the  native  pastor  and  it  might  be 
thoug'ht  that  the  work  would  be  more  thorough  if  the  pas- 
tor's Vi'ork  was  confined  to  the  one  church  at  tlie  centre. 
But  on  the  other  hand  the  possible  loss  in  this  respect  is 
more  than  compensated  by  the  increased  thoroughness  of 
the  work  in  the  surrounding  places,  and  in  the  increased 
enthusiasm  and  spirituality  of  the  pastor  gained  by  the 
prosecution  of  active  work  in  other  villages.  He  often 
returns  from  tour  or  itineracy  refreshed,  animated  and 
spiritually  better  able  to  preach  to  his  own  individual  con- 
gregation. 

Mr.  Washburn's  remarks  are  very  pertinent  at  this  point. 
"What  our  pastors  need,  is  something  to  call  them  out, 
that  some  work  should  present  itself  before  their  minds 
every  hour  of  every  day,  and  so  pressingly  present  itself 
as  to  arouse  them  to  and  keep  them  engaged  in  constant 
employment.  In  the  United  States  the  very  idea  of  the 
ministry,  and  the  consciousness  of  being  in  that  calling, 
the  demand  of  the  j^ublic,  and  the  requirements  of  the 
parishioners,  to  say  nothing  of  the  chief  spiritual  motives, 
all  tend  powerfully  to  keep  a  man  up  to  his  work.  Nearly 
every  one  of  these  stimulants  named  above  is  wanting  in 
India.  Public  opinion  makes  no  spiritual  demand  on  the 
minister.  The  parishioners  have  not  suflRciently  learned 
to  make  great  sacrifices  to  support  the  gospel,  or  to  look 
after  their  jjastor.  The  climate  is  greatly  against  energet- 
ic persistent  work.  Hence  I  should  say  that  a  field  of 
labor  should  be  given  to  each  pastor,  such  that  its  demands 
to  his  eyes  should  appear  manifestly  pressing,  and  hence 
should  be  lai-ger  than  an  ordinary  home  parish" 

Mr.  Tracy  writes: — "The  present  system  of  native  pas- 
torates is  a  first  step  toward  ultimate  independence  of  mis- 
sion control  and  gradual  development  of  missionary  life 
within  the  people  thcmst'lves. 
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'''A  pastor  whoso  bent  is  toward,  adinlnlstration  rather 
than  preaching  has  an  important  qnalificatiou  for  success 
in  any  field  and  better  in  a  larger  than  a  smaller  one  but 
a  man  who  is  a  better  preacher  than  administrator  will  do 
better  in  the  smaller  place."  So  we  commend  the  system 
folIoAved  by  the  mission  in  placing  pastors  over  large  dis- 
tricts. It  is  the  proper  system  at  least  until  the  people 
are  able  to  support  a  larger  number  of  these  men.  They 
are  welcomed  in  their  circuits  by  the  Christians  and  treat- 
ed courteously  by  the  heathen. 

A  contemplated  change  of  a  pastor  from  a  certain  \"fl- 
lage,  daring  the  past  year,  brought  out  quite  a  protest,  or 
murmur,  on  the  part  of  the  heathen  community.  Though 
they  had  never  been  persuaded  to  step  over  the  line  and 
declare  themselves  Christians,  yet  they  felt  the  presence 
of  a  Christian  preacher  and  recognized  the  indirect  influ- 
ence for  good  in  their  village.  His  kindly  sympathy,  and 
sagacious  council,  had  so  won  them  they  were  loath  to 
have  him  go.  This  is  a  good  illustration  of  a  portion  of  the 
harvest  which  never  appears  in  the  yearly  report,  because 
not  estimated  in  so  many  figures. 

The  presence  of  Christianity  tends  to  culture,  and  to  an 
observant  eye  many  traces  of  the  effect  of  Christianity  can 
be  found  in  the  ^'^llage  life,  and  that  too,  even  among  the 
heathen.  Though  the  standard  of  the  highest  civilization 
in  the  nineteenth  century  may  not  be  found,  and  though 
there  is  great  room  for  improvement,  yet  in  any  of  our  sta- 
tions it  is  easy  to  see  where  Christianity  has  come,  and  as 
with  magic  wand,  touched  all  into  new  life,  and  our  hearts 
glow  with  satisfaction  as  we  see  the  difference  between  the 
heathen  and  Christian  people,  as  we  see  the  difference  bet- 
ween the  heathen  of  a  village  where  Christianity  has  been 
preached,  and  where  a  church  is  thriving,  and  the  heathen 
of  a  village  where  the  gospel  has  not  t  iken  root. 

Further  information  concerning  the  pastors  and  their 
work  may  be  found  in  their  reports,  in  the  appendix. 
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Tliis  important  branch  of  unordained  assistants,  numbcra 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  All  arc  men  who  have  been 
educated  in  school  and  seminary.  Some  with  but  few 
years'  instruction  in  the  schools,  finished  at  the  seminary. 
Others,  having  passed  examinations  as  far  as  matriculation, 
entered  the  seminary.  The  character  of  this  class  of 
workers  varies  in  efficiency  and  spirituality  more  than  any 
other.  If  they  could  be  guarded  and  surrounded  by  the 
influences  of  missionary  and  pastor,  if  they  could  have  the 
impetus  and  enthusiasm  generated  at  the  centres  and  chief 
towns,  we  doubt  not  but  that  a  larger  number  would  re- 
tain the  earnestness,  the  spirituality,  and  consecration  with 
which  they  leave  the  seminary. 

But  many  are,  of  necessity,  placed  in  villages  far  re- 
moved from  all  such  influences,  and  alone,  or  almost  alone, 
are  obliged  to  cheer,  teach,  and  lead  the  small  band  of 
Christians  and  stem  the  current  of  the  low  village  life. 
One  trying  feature  of  our  village  system  is  the  fact,  that 
when  a  few  families  embrace  Christianity,  it  is  an  imper- 
ative necessity,  that  a  catechist  be  placed  among  them  at 
once,  else  they  may  slip  away.  Thus  a  heavy  charge  is 
made  on  the  supply  of  good  efiicient  catechists,  and  the 
supply  has  never  equalled  the  demand. 

We  have,  however,  at  this  time,  a  larger  number  of 
efficient  catechists  than  before. 

Our  great  longing  in  this  connection,  is  that  they  might 
have  a  greater  consecration  and  a  more  ardent  zeal  for 
souls.  This  is  only  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  wo  aAvait  anxiously  the  time  when  Ho  will  descend  on 
all  our  catechists,  and  cause  them  to  feel  the  burden  of 
souls,  and  thus  arouse  in  them  a  holy  zeal  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Lord's  work.  Some  of  the  missionaries'  best 
most  important,  and  telling  work  is  often  done  in  his  study 
with  the  catechists,  and  teachers,  who  come  to  him  monthly — 
seeking  to  lead  them  to  a  higher  plane  of  spiritual  life,  so 
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tliat  they,  who  have  daily  contact  with  the  people,  may  be 
so  filled  with  the  Spirit  that  they  cannot  but  inspire  others. 
Although  12,000  adherents  and  3,500  communicants  havo 
been  gathered,  yet  that  is  but  a  beginning,  and  there  still 
remains  the  great  multitude  to  be  won  for  Christ,  and  thia 
is  to  be  done  mainly  by  the  native  preachers  themselves. 
We  feel  honored  and  thrilled  as  we  remember,  to  eacE  mis- 
sionary come  monthly,  the  representatives  of  30  to  40  vil- 
lages and  towns. 

Our  visitation  to  the  people,  and  the  words  spoken,  may 
make  but  little  impres&ion,  but  at  these  monthly  meetings 
with  our  fellow-workers,  we  have  a  grand  opportunity  for 
teaching  them  all  that  the  Holy  Spirit  teaches  hs.  Tlie 
Ifimdu  character  is  very  imitative,  far  more  so  than  origi- 
nal, and  if  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  can  lead  a  life  under 
all  the  trying  circumstances  of  this  trying  climate,  which 
is  like  the  life  of  our  great  Exemplar,  how  weighty  will  be 
our  words,  how  deep  our  influence,  and  how  great  our 
opportunity.  There  has  been  some  question^  as  to  whether 
the  character  of  work  would  not  be  better,  if  men  of  the 
highest  qualifications  were  distributed  more  largely  in  our 
district,  even  among  some  of  the  most  backward,  and  igno- 
rant of  our  villages. 

The  opinion  which  seems  to  meet  with  most  approval  isj 
to  have  men  of  both  high  and  ordinary  qualifications,  jjlae- 
ing  them  in  villages  of  more  or  less  advancement,  accord- 
ing to  their  capacity. 

Mr.  N'oyes  writes : — "  In  the  large  stations,  with  a  large 
number  of  cong-regations,  we  cannot  afford  many  agents  of 
superior  education.  A  congregation  never  prospers  with- 
out a  catecliist  or  teacher,  and  to  supply  the  whole  field  we 
must  have  a  lai'ge  number  of  agents.  When  there  is  no 
native  pastor,  it  may  be  well  to  have  a  superintending 
catechist  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  who  may  have  the 
oversight  of  the  smaller  congregations  which  are  instruct- 
ed by  good  men  of  ordinary  education." 

Mr.  Jones  writes    Until —  a  congregation  has  grown  to 
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be  fairly  large^  oi*  is  one  of  mucli  pi'omise,  it  will  be  gene- 
rally uuwi.se  to  place  in  it  a  highly  educated  man.  A  man 
of  less  training  will  often  do  more  good  than  the  other,  as 
he  is  nearer  the  people  in  method  of  life_,  and  closer  in 
thought  and  sympathy.  Few  of  the  higher  class  catechists 
have  humility  enough  to  stoop  heartily  to  men  and  con- 
ffresfatio'ns  of  low  estate." 

Mr.  Tracy  writes: — "I  have  yet  to  see,  that  men  of  in- 
experience are  any  better  or  more  useful,  merely  because 
better  educated  than  other  meu.  If  the  movement  were 
toAvard  giving  men  of  tried  experience  more  wages,  or  of 
bringing  more  sharply  into  appreciative  notice  good  work 
done,  I  would  not  object.  It  is  their  diploma  from  the 
school  of  experience  and  not  the  diploma  from  the  Uni- 
versity which  makes  their  value  to  us." 

Thus  do  some  of  our  difficulties  present  themselves,  and 
in  our  ad  justment  of  them,  we  try  ^;o  i-emember  the  adapt- 
ability of  the  man  to  the  village  and  its  surroundings,  the 
amount  necessary  to  prevent  their  search  for  other  means  of 
livelihood,  and  the  mai'ket  price  of  the  best  men.  During 
the  past  year  many  instances  might  be  cited,  sliowing  effi- 
ciency and  zeal  on  the  part  of  our  catechists.  Undoubted- 
ly, many  of  the  number  added  to  the  church  and  congre- 
gation arc  due  to  their  faithful  labor. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Chandler  writes: — ''^The  quality  of  ray  liieil 
was  tested,  when  the  enemies  of  Christ  undertook  to  prevent 
their  preaching  in  the  streets  of  one  of  our  large  towns.  By 
arousing  the  people  of  the  town  a  few  Hindus  endeavour- 
ed to  bring  upon  them  ail  manner  of  abuse  and  to  interrupt 
fheir  service  in  the  church.  The  eCeet  of  this  opposition 
and  abuse  was,  to  bring  out  both  their  patience  and  their 
pei'severance.  They  determined  to  avoid  offence,  and  care- 
fully confined  themselves  to  the  preaching  and  singing  of 
Bible  truths,  and  as  carefully  avoided  all  notice  of  the  per- 
sonal iudignities  heaped  upon  them  in  the  streets.  Some 
Brahmins  noticed  this,  and  acknowledged  that  it  was  only 
their  priticnt  endurance,,  that  prevented  riot  and  bloodshed. 
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This  opposition  increased  tlieir  activity,  and  instead  of  clos- 
ing the  itineracy  at  the  usual  time,  they  prolonged  it  two 
days,  until  the  opposition  was  overcome. 

"The  Lord  rewarded  them,  for  on  that  last  day  they  wel- 
comed several  families  in  a  neighbouring  village  out  of 
heathenism  into  Christianity." 


Closely  connected  with  the  work  of  catechists  is  the 
work  of  the  evangelist.  This  is  the  second  year  in  which 
this  dejoartraent  of  work  has  been  reported,  and  they  have 
made  an  advance  on  their  work  of  the  previous  year, 
preaching  in  4,452  villages  to  143,552  hearers. 

They  supplement  the  work  of  the  oatechist  who  is  sta- 
tionary, having  charge  of  one  village,  or  at  the  most  two  or 
three  adjacent  villages,  whereas  the  evangelist  goes  from 
place  to  place,  now  helping  the  oatechist,  now  preaching  in 
a  purely  heathen  place,  with  no  particular  town  or  village 
for  which  he  is  especially  responsible.  Vie  look  with  much 
favor  and  interest  on  this  work,  as  it  seems  to  supply  a  lack 
in  our  village  system,  and  thus  far  the  evangelists  have 
taken  hold  of  the  woi-k  with  much  vigor  and  earnestness, 
and  large  numbere  during  the  past  year  have  heard  the 
gospel  preached. 

Their  work,  in  some  of  its  features,  is  not  unlike  the 
evangelist  in  the  home  land,  and  as  we  remember  what  a 
power  for  good  these  men  have  been  in  America  and  else- 
Avhere,  wo  pray  that  the  Lord  may  give  the  same  power 
and  blessing  to  His  servants  here. 


li[timtn$  ^orli  fur  l^^omatt, 

A  most  hopeful  and  promising  branch  of  our  work  is 
the  work  among  women. 
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The  moans  used  are  the  Hindu  Girls'  School,  the  Bihle 
women  for  the  heathen,  and  Bible  classes  conducted  by  the 
lady  missionaries  for  the  Christian  women. 

In  the  Hindu  Girls'  scJwols  50  to  75  little  girls,  varying 
from  8  to  13  or  14  years  of  ages,  for  several  years  are 
brought  under  the  influence  of  the  gospel,  in  each  import- 
ant town  in  our  mission. 

During  the  past  year  788  children  have  attended  these 
schools,  which,  notwithstanding  the  special  opposition,  is  122 
more  than  last  year.  They  are  taught  the  ordinary  branch- 
es, with  needle  work,  and  daily  listen  to  the  reading  of  God's 
Word.  The  schools  are  always  opened  with  prayer  and 
reading  of  Scripture.  Many  repeat  Bible  verses  and  all 
hear  many  stories  of  Christ  and  his  love  for  man,  and 
though  they  are  taken  away  from  school  at  12  or  13,  yet  an 
impression  is  made,  an  introduction  is  given  to  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  and  in  after  years  when  heads  of  families, 
the  door  is  readily  opened  to  the  Bible  women  who  come 
to  give  more  systematic  instruction  in  the  Bible. 


These  Avomen  report  to  our  missionaries  many  interest- 
ing and  encouraging  accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  work 
in  the  houses. 

Miss  Houston  writes  : — "Eleven  women  have  been  work- 
ing in  Madura  city  most  of  the  year,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  there  were  twelve.  The  opposition  of  the  Hindu 
preachers  has  affected  our  work  somewhat.  They  scatter- 
ed their  tracts  everywhere  and  warned  the  people  not  to 
allow  their  wives  and  daughters  to  learn  of  the  Bible  wo- 
men nor  even  to  listen  to  them.  As  a  result  of  this  some 
women  were  not  allowed  to  read,  others  were  beaten  and 
their  Bibles  were  either  torn  up,  burnt  or  locked  away. 
We  thought  that  many  would  stop  from  fear  but  most  of 
the  women  have  continued  to  study  and  210  began  this 


12 


Tear  while  only  235  have  gone  to  other  places  or  stopped 
reading. 

"It  shows  the  faithfulness  of  the  Bible  women  at  a  time 
when  many  women  would  be  afraid  to  go  out,  and  it  also 
shows  that  the  heathen  women  ape  interested  and  deter- 
mined enough  to  learn  in  sj^ite  of  all  diffisalties." 

Mrs.  AVashburn  writes: — "Tsvo  Bible  women  have  been 
at  work  through  the  year  in  the  villages  of  the  Pasumalai 
station.  On  my  visits  to  the  houses  I  have  been  pleased 
to  see  the  improvement  of  the  women  who  study  and  be- 
gin to  think  for  themselves.  They  are  more  neat  and  tidy 
ia  their  personal  appearance,  and  seem  to  have  a  thought 
of  something  beside  the  routine  of  daily  Avork  common  to 
the  Hindu  household.  In  place  of  the  stolid  indifference 
of  the  majority  of  ignorant  women,  one  sees  in  those  who 
study,  a  gi'owing  intelligence — a  consciousness  that  a  wo- 
man may  be  a  better  wife  and  mother  by  learning  to  read 
and  may  be  better  able  to  care  for  herself  if  left  alone  and 
destitute. 

"One  woman,  the  mother  of  two  beautiful  boys  too  young 
to  go  to  school,  whose  husband  is  a  bazaar  man  but  una- 
ble to  read — when  she  had  mastered  the  lessons  learned  of 
the  Bible  woman,  at  once  taught  them  to  her  little  boy  and 
was  quite  proud  of  the  achievement.  It  was  apparent 
how  much  good  her  learning  to  read  was  doing,  and  how 
much  more  she  and  every  mother  in  India  might  do  for 
their  children,  if  they  had  a  fraction  of  the  education  and 
home  training,  that  women  in  Christian  lands  receive, 
while  children  at  home  v.-ith  their  mothers. 

"In  one  of  the  more  distant  villages  I  was  greatly  impress- 
ed by  seeing  an  old  woman,  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
attend  the  meetings  held  in  the  catechist's  house,  and  who 
had  been  taught  by  him  and  the  Bible  woman.  Her  mind 
was  dulled  by  age  and  she  could  scarcely  grasp  an  idea 
beyond  the  small  round  of  her  daily  existence.  But  she 
had  taken  hold  of  one  truth  so  firmly  that  no  one  could 
move  hei*,  and  iu  the  possession  of  it  she  had  great  peace 
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and  joy.  Slic  was  conscious  that  slie  was  a  siinier  ba-t 
'Clirist/  she  said,  'was  her  Saviour.  He  loved  her,  and 
when  she  died  she  should  go  to  heaven  and  live  with  him/ 
It  was  worth  going  many  miles  to  see  the  humble  but  per' 
feet  trust  of  this  old  woman — alone  among  her  numerous 
family  of  heathen  children  and  friends — rejoicing  in  the 
contidence  of  a  liappy  hereafter — a  confidence  that  many 
with  greater  knowledge  and  opportunities  might  well  envy." 

Mrs.  Hazen  writes Although  there  has  been  no  resi- 
dent missionary  in  the  Palani  station  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  the  three  women  have  continued  the  work 
so  auspiciously  begun  last  year  and  with  some  measure  of 
success.  There  have  been  142  women  under  regular  in- 
struction and  8,812  listeners  during  the  year. 

"I  have  only  been  able  to  visit  17  of  these  v>'omcn  in  their 
homes,  but  have  been  pleased  with  the  progress  they  have 
made,  and  with  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  hear- 
ing of  Christ.  One  woman  while  cooking",  amuses  her 
children  by  telling  them  how  Jesus  fed  the  multitude  with 
only  five  loaves  and  two  fishes.  And  when  it  is  ready  to 
be  eaten  she  prays:  'Lord  bless  this  little  food  that  it  may 
satisfy  me  and  my  children,  as  the  five  loaves  satisfied  the 
multitude.' 

''Three  Gosha  Mohammedan  women  have  recently  placed 
themselves  under  our  instruction.  We  are  glad  of  even  so 
small  an  opening  to  this  closely  secluded  class.  It  has  been 
with  much  pleasure  that  I  have  watched  the  faces  of  tho 
large  crowds  of  women  who  have  listened  with  much  ap- 
parent interest  and  g'reat  wonder  to  the  marvelous  story  of 
Christ's  life  and  death. 

"On  one  occasion  I  was  showing  the  picture  of  Christ 
blessing  little  children  to  about  thirty  women,  who  were 
seated  on  the  floor  around  me.  I  was  much  annoyed  by 
one  woman  who  sat  in  the  outer  row  and  not  only  did  not 
listen  attentively,  but  allowed  her  child  to  disturb  many 
others.  Soon  she  began  to  pass  her  child  over  the  head 
of  other.';,  to  .some  one  sitting  near  me.    For  a  moment 
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every  eye  was  turned  away  from  me  and  I  feared  1  had 
lost  my  hold  upon  all  the  women.  But  happily  it  occurred 
to  mo  to  use  the  disturbance  as  an  illustration  of  the  way 
the  women  may  have  passed  their  children  to  the  frontj 
that  they  might  be  near  Jesus,  and  have  His  blessing-. 
In  a  moment  the  child  was  presented  to  me  with  'Please 
bless  it;  please  bless  it;'  'yes'  I  said  'it  was  just  so, 
the  women  brought  their  children  to  Jesus.  But  it  is  not 
my  blessing,  you  want,  but  Christ's  blessing.  If  He 
were  here  now  would  you  ask  Him  to  bless  your  children?' 
Eagerly  every  woman  cried,  'yes!  yes!'  'Well,  He  is 
here'  I  said.  Every  eye  looked  hastily  around  the  room 
and  back  to  my  face  for  an  explanation  when  I  said, 
'You  cannot  see  Him,  you  cannot  hear  Him,  but  He  sees 
you  and  if  you  ask  Him  to  bless  your  children.  He  will 
hear  you.'  Immediately  a  very  aged  woman  raised  her 
hands  reverently,  and  called  down  a  blessing  upon  her 
children  and  grand-children.  It  was  very  touching,  and  I 
could  but  send  up  a  silent  prayer  that  her  faith  might  re- 
ceive its  own  reward." 

Mrs.  Chandler  writes : — "  We  have  employed  the  same 
Bible  women  in  the  town  for  over  five  years.  In  Battala- 
gundu  we  have  this  year  37  new  houses  opened,  while  only 
two  have  been  given  up.  Our  total  number  now  is  259. 
The  Bible  women  are  often  cheered  by  some  one  coming 
out  in  their  houses  on  the  side  of  Christianity. 

"One  man  gave  as  a  reason  for  not  accepting  Christian- 
ity that  'we  tell  lies,  and  I  tell  a  great  many  and  if  we 
join  the  Christians,  we  cannot  do  that  and  though  we 
resolve  not  to  tell  any  more,  something  is  sure  to  come  up 
that  may  cost  our  necks,  and  then  we  must  lie  to  get  out 
of  it.'  " 


Our  churches  are,  with  but  few  exceptions,  in  a 
prosperous  condition  and  during  the  last  year  wc  havo 
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had  206  additions  to  the  communicants,  wliicli  is  a  larger 
number  than  for  several  years. 

This  indicates  a  healthful  and  encouraging  growth  among 
our  churches.  The  number  of  adherents  fluctuates  from 
year  to  year,  but  if  an  increase  can  be  shown  in  the  num- 
ber who  exhibit  signs  of  a  new  life  and  are  admitted  to 
full  communion  in  the  church,  we  feel  that  the  Lord  is 
indeed  with  us,  and  with  grateful  hearts  we  enter  again 
into  the  field  for  the  campaign  of  a  new  year,  feeling  that 
He  who  had  so  blessed  in  the  past,  will  continue  to  bless 
in  the  future. 

We  might  wish  for  a  deeper  conviction  of  sin  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  come  before  us  for  admission  to  the 
church.  In  this  country  that  deep  conviction,  which  has 
so  characterised  some  of  the  great  revivals  in  former  years 
in.  Christian  lahds,  is  often  wanting. 

True,  they  acknowledge  that  they  are  sinners,  that  they 
need  a  Saviour,  that  they  believe  in  Him  and  many  find 
great  peace  and  comfort  in  the  thought  that  all  is  settled 
for  them,  and  that  their  case  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  their 
Advocate  and  Mediator! 

But  deep  contrition  and  sorrow  for  sin  we  do  not  always 
find.  Still  we  remember  in  civilized  lands  many  of  the 
Lord's  dear  and  trusted  servants  have  not  experienced 
this  contrition  for  sin,  but  have  come  into  the  light  with- 
out ever  feeling  that  it  has  been  dark. 

We  are  all  so  different  ourselves  and  the  subject  of  such 
varied  experiences  in  our  Christian  lives  that  we  do 
not  prescribe  any  fixed,  unalterable  law  for  those  who 
come  and  wish  to  be  numbered  among  his  disciples.  A 
credible  profession  of  belief  is  all  the  Lord  seems  to  require 
his  ministering  servants  to  demand,  and  when  they  come 
leaving  friends  and  people,  enduring  persecution,  oftentimes 
criiel  and  severe,  these  professions,  to  say  the  least,  are  cred- 
ible. To  those  who  are  inclined  to  think  that  a  different 
nature  is  here,  one  which  will  resist  the  action  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  or  at  least  exhibit  less  pronounced  and  vital 
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evidences  of  tlie  new  birth,  the  following  case  illustrates 
what  frequently  takes  place  and  will  give  food  for  thought. 
In  one  of  the  villages  of  the  Mandapasalai  station  where 
the  people  ai'e  all  of  one  and  a  high  caste,  during  the  past 
year,  a  man  of  ordinary  means,  becoming  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  the  gospel,  determined  to  take  Christ  as  his  Sav- 
iour. It  seemed  at  the  time  a  clear  case  of  a  true  conver- 
sion, and  the  satisfaction  and  joy  of  the  new  convert  in 
his  new  found  faith  was  an  inspiration  to  all.  Opposition 
commenced^  and  he  was  soon  brought  before  the  head  mea 
of  the  place. 

"  Why  do  you,  after  having  spent  the  greater  part  of 
your  life  ia  the  service  of  our  gods,  forsake  them  now" 
they  asked.  "Well  I  was  blind  then  but  can  see  now" 
he  answered.  After  deliberation  the  determination  of  the 
council  was  delivered  to  him  in  these  words.  "We  give 
you  twenty  days  to  forsake  your  new  religion  and  return  to 
us."  "Twenty  days  or  twenty  years,  it  makes  no  difference. 
I  will  never  forsake  Christ"  he  answered;  so  persecution 
began.  His  oxen  were  driven  off  and  he  was  prevented  from 
ploughing.  He  has  been  taken  before  the  authorities  on 
three  different  false  charges,  his  friends  and  relatives  have 
forsaken  him,  the  companions  of  a  life-time  (he  is  about  60) 
have  deserted  him.  One  of  his  relatives  has  brought  suit 
against  him  to  recover  land  and  no  one  will  testify  for  him 
and  though  ten  times  twenty  days  have  passed,  he  remains 
firm  as  a  rock.  What  shall  we  say  to  this?  This  man  had 
no  social  condition  to  better,  for  he  is  of  high  caste ;  he  had 
no  law  suit  in  which  to  be  assisted,  for  all  was  peace  and 
quiet  till  he  confessed  Christ;  he  had  no  money  to  make, 
for  he  had  a  fair  competency;  he  had  no  friendships  to 
form  for  he  was  surrounded  by  relatives  and  friends.  Not 
a  single  reason  or  motive  for  forsaking  his  religion  can  be 
assigned  other  than  that  the  mighty  power  of  God  has 
taken  hold  of  him,  and  who  will  dare  to  say  that  his  is  not 
a  real  conversion,  the  birth  not  of  flesh  and  blood  but  from 
above. 

Jt  is  true  now  as  in  the  times  of  our  Lord  that  many 


17 


come  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  but  we  rejoice  to  say  that  it 
is  equally  true  now  as  then,  that  some  have  found  Him  to 
be  a  satisfying  portion,  have  no  wish  to  leave  Him  and  are 
enabled  to  say  with  Peter  "  To  Whom  shall  we  go  ?  Thoa 
last  the  words  of  eternal  life/' 


These  consist  of  communicants  and  adherents.  Into  the 
number  of  adherents  we  admit  any  and  all  who  break  away 
from  heathen  practices,  and  signify  an  intention  to  lead  a 
life  in  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  Christianity. 
Many  come  understanding  but  little  of  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  and  oftentimes  many  come  to  better  their  condition 
or  hoping  to  gain  assistance  in  legal  troubles.  Some  come 
because  a  few  of  their  head  men  are  convinced  of  the 
truth,  and  they  follow  with  their  families  just  as  they 
would  follow  the  head  men  in  any  other  scheme  or  venture. 

We  welcome  them  because  they  are  thus  introduced  into 
the  great  nursery  of  the  church,  and  after  sitting  under  its 
administration  for  months,  many  find  a  greater  good  than 
the  one  for  which  they  came.  They  come  for  the  frail 
eai'thly  friendship  of  man,  and  find  a  kingly,  heavenly 
friend:  they  come  for  peace  from  legal  troubles,  and  they 
find  the  peace  which  the  troubles  of  earth  cannot  destroy: 
they  come  for  the  riches  of  this  world  and  find  the  pearl 
without  price. 

The  addition  of  206  to  the  communicants  this  year  were 
from  this  number  and  perhaps  at  one  time  they  were  a 
most  unpromising  class  of  people  but  the  church  has  so 
developed  them  that  in  the  eyes  of  missionaries,  pastors,  or 
helpers  they  are  ready  to  be  enrolled  as  the  Lord's  disci- 
ples. In  certain  sections  of  our  mission  field  a  great  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  is  observed.  In 
the  stations  along  the  southern  border,  it  is  not  an  infre- 
quent occurrence  to  have  100  or  150  persons  in  a  village 
give  their  names  to  us,  promising  to  embrace  Christianity. 


16 


Mr.  Hazen  writes: — "There  lias  been  special  religious 
interest  in  tlie  northern  part  of  the  Palani  station,  and  the 
movement  has  given  us  access  to  a  number  of  new  villages 
and  resulted  in  a  now  congregation  at  Thumbalapatty 
where  we  have  built  a  church,  stationed  a  catechist  and 
have  regular  services.''- 

To  a  stranger  a  now  congregation  just  from  heathenism 
would  not  present  many  startling  features.  Many  would 
scarcely  know  why  they  have  made  the  change.  Clear 
views  of  Christ  and  their  duties  as  Christians  are  unknown. 
In  some  way  Christ  saves  them,  exactly  how,  they  do  not 
know,  in  some  way  Christianity  is  to.  better  their  condition 
but  in  what  way  they  cannot  expla.in. 

Here  then  comes  in  the  catechist  and  by  daily  teaching 
the  Bible  and  by  preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  their  knowl- 
edge is  increased  until  the  time  comes  when  certain  of 
their  number  see  the  truth  and  confess  Christ  and  are 
regularly  enrolled  in  the  church.  The  heathen  call  them 
"Christians",  when  they  break  away  from  their  old  relig- 
ion and  attend  our.  services,  and  though  at  first  they  may 
know  little  of  Christianity  and  are  not  over  promising ; 
we  do  not  deny  them  the  right  to  the  name.  The  expe- 
rience of  years  teaches,  that  if  these  new  comers  cannot  be 
classed  in  some  way  with  us,  they  slip  away  and  fall  into 
their  old  habits  again,  whereas  under  the  present  system 
they  are  largely  held  and  many  are  finally  added  to  the 
church.  Success  warrants  us  in  the  employment  of  this 
system  and  when  we  point  to  this  or  that  bright,  efl&cient, 
spiritually  minded  helper  and  say  "that  man's  father  or 
grand-father  was  as  unlikely  and  ignorant  as  some  who 
have  ]ust  broken  away  from  heathenism,  that  is  the  result 
of  instruction  in  God's  Word  fox  one  or  perhaps  two  gen- 
erations," the  wonderfully  transforming  power  of  Chris- 
tianity is  brought  very  vividly  and  convincedly  to  our 
minds  and  we  hereafter  hesitate  to  place  any  limit  to  the 
possibilities  for  good,  in  the  darkest  human  soul  that  asks 
for  admission  to  our  number. 
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This  is  a  subject  that  is  ever  kept  in  a  prominent  posi- 
tion before  the  people. 

In  every  possible  way  vr^  endeavor  to  instil  In  their 
minds^  that  giving  to  the  Lord  is  a  principle  that  should  be 
as  carefully  observed  as  any  other  Christian  principle. 

It  has  been  found  wise  to  place  before  the  church  and 
congregation  as  many  objects  as  possible,  as  they  will  give 
more  willingly  a  little  to  several  objects  rather  than  a  large 
sum  to  any  one  object.  So  they  may  give  by  the  handful 
of  rice  for  this  object,  by  kalayams  or  a  collection  of  the 
smallest  coin  placed  in  a  little  box  or  kalayam  for  another 
object,  then  there  is  the  regular  Sabbath  collection,  the 
yearly  subscription,  collection  for  the  different  benevolent 
societies,  collection  for  repairs  and  other  minor  objects. 
Each  of  these  objects  brings  in  a  little  which  in  the  aggre- 
gate during  the  past  year  amounted  to  Rs.  7,538. 

When  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  fact 
that  not  many  rich  or  mighty  are  numbered  among  us,  are 
considered,  this  is  a  generous  offering. 

Furthermore  as  we  compare  the.  record  of  this  year 
with  that  of  the  former  years,  a  decided  advance  is  no- 
ticed. Looking  at  the  church  members  alone  we  find  that 
this  year  they  have  doubled  the  amount  given  years  ago. 

This  money,  has  supported  our  pastors,  who  draw  noth- 
ing from  the  American  Board,  it  has  paid  the  wages  of  17 
evangelists,  also  for  some  special  evangelistic  work,  and 
finally  it  has  contributed  to  the  building  of  churches  in 
the  different  districts. 

If  all  our  Christiana  gave  proportionately  as  some  of  the 
poorest  give,  the  present  amount  could  be  easily  quadru- 
pled. But  here,  as  in  some  other  countries,  as  a  rule  it  is 
the  poor,  rich  in  faith,  who  give.  May  God  open  the  hearts 
of  the  people  that  they  see  and  feel  the  truth  of  the  words, 
"He  that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself." 


20 


The  statistics  sliow  a  great  activity  in  this  brancli  of 
work  during  the  past  year. 

There  are  two  different  plans  pursued  by  the  mission- 
aries in  prosecuting  the  itineracy  work. 

One  is  to  have  a  pastor  and  five  or  six  helpers  make  the 
itineracy  among  the  heathen  villages  of  his  own  pastorate; 
whereas  the  other  method  is  to  have  two  pastors,  or  more  if 
possible,  with  twenty  to  twenty-five  catechists  enter  upon 
the  work. 

As  many  are  aware,  this  work  is  peculiarly  and  particu- 
larly for  the  heathen.  The  missionary  on  his  tours,  the 
pastor  on  his  circuit,  and  the  catechist  in  the  village,  aim  at 
the  building  up  and  strengthening  of  the  Christians,  but 
on  the  itineracy  the  Christians  are  passed  by  and  direct 
aggressive  effort  is  made  into  the  ranks  of  heathendom. 
In  past  years  this  method  of  work  has  been  greatly  blessed. 
Some  of  the  large  congregations  which  were  received  over 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  were  the  result  of  the 
itineracy.  The  catechist  or  pastor  may  have  made  an  im- 
pression, but  the  coming  of  a  large  body  of  men  into  the 
place  with  music,  song,  picture,  sermon  and  prayer  has 
proved  the  turning  point,  and  many  have  thus  been  moved 
to  aot  on  their  impressions.  The  helpers  on  such  occa- 
sions seek  some  large  central  pi  ace  and  pitch  their  tent. 
In  the  morning  after  united  prayer  they  sally  forth  to  the 
villages  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  sing  and. 
preach. 

At  10  or  11  o'clock  they  return  and  report  the  experiences 
of  the  morning  at  a  prayer  meeting  held  in  the  mission- 
ary's tent.  In  the  afternoon  the  programme  of  the  morn- 
ing is  repeated,  then  at  night  all  the  helpers  unite  together 
in  a  service  in  the  principal  town  or  village.  If  interest 
warrants  it,  several  days  are  spent  in  one  section,  then  on  to 
another  encampment  with  a  repetition  of  the  programme. 

Larger  crowds  attend  upon  these  services  than  upoa 
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any  other  service  held  by  our  mission,  and.  though  it  is  im- 
possible to  measure  the  actual  amount  of  good  done,  yet 
one  thing  is  certain,  namely  that  the  Word  of  God  is  by 
means  of  preaching,  singing  and  the  magic  lantern  placed 
before  thousands  of  heathen. 


Dne  of  the  hopeful  agencies  for  spreading  the  truths  of  the 
gospel  among  this  people  is  the  school.  la  the  176  mission 
schools  which  are  scattered  over  the  whole  Madura  district 
the  Bible  is  daily  taught,  prayer  daily  offered,  and  daily  are 
impressions  made  which,  but  for  the  agency  of  the  school 
would  be  unknown.  To  these  schools  come  both  the 
Christian  and  the  heathen.  The  Christian  that  he  may 
learn  to  read  the  precious  message  of  God's  love  to  man; 
for  we  find  that  though  the  gospel  takes  hold  of  the  un^ 
lettered,  untutored  heart,  yet  more  satisfaction  and  more 
usefulness  is  attained  if  at  least  there  is  sufiicient  educa- 
tion to  enable  the  new  converts  to  read.  The  heathen  comes 
"whose  father  would  resent  and  bitterly  oppose  his  entering 
a  Christian  church  or  attending  a  religious  service,  yet  on 
account  of  increased  advantages  or  greater  facilities,  will 
•allow  his  son  to  sit  under  Christian  instruction. 

And  in  all  this  there  is  no  subterfuge  on  the  part  of  the 
missionary.  The  heathen  know  full  well  that  we  are  in- 
fluenced to  have  school  work  among  them,  by  a  desire  to 
acquire  opportunities  for  teaching  the  gospel.  They  know 
full  well  that  we  will  teach  the  Bible,  and  yet  many  are  the 
calls  that  come  from  them  to  the  missionary  to  establish  a 
school  in  some  far  removed  village  where  their  children 
are  growing  up,  untaught  and  unlearned.  They  suffer  the 
Bible  teaching,  in  the  hope  that  no  impressions  will  be 
made.  We  give  the  Bible  teaching  in  faith  in  Him  who 
said  "is  not  my  word  as  a  fire  and  like  a  hammer  that 
breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces." 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  trial  to  some  of  us  in  re- 
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lalion  to  the  connection  of  the  school  with  the  govern- 
ment.  The  vast  number  of  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
observed,  greatly  wearies  and  in  the  end  brings  so  little, 
that  it  seems  a  great  loss  of  time  and  labor  to  little  pur- 
pose. The  rules  are  often  so  strictly  administered  by 
deputy  inspectors  as  to  void  the  very  purpose  of  the  gov- 
ernment, which  is  to  encourage  education  among  the  peo- 
ple and  to  help  backward  districts. 

Mr.  Tracy  writes: — "For  a  year  or  two  past  our  village 
schools  have  been  undergoing  the  test  of  severe  discourage- 
ment. Between  retrenchment  in  the  matter  of  school  grants, 
and  tKe  adniinistration  of  deputy  inspectors  wbo  discrim- 
inate against  a  mission  school,  knowing  that  from  this  decis- 
ion there  is  no  appeal,  the  village  schools,  however  well 
kept,  have  been  having  exceedingly  small  grants.  But 
still  they  must  be  kept  up  or  we  must  give  up  one  excel- 
lent means  of  keeping  our  work  up  to  its  best.  That  vil- 
lage schools  are  a  means  of  evangelical  influence,  and  that 
direct  good  alone  can  be  cited  in  many  instances  is  un- 
doubted. 

"I  have  hoped  that  Christian  young  men,  unsupported  by 
this  mission  or  any  missiouj  would  gradually  take  up  the 
work  of  village  schools  on  their  own  responsibility  amen- 
able to  Christian  influence  while  deriving  their  support 
from  fees  and  grants.  In  Tirumangalani  station  there 
have  been  three  such  schools  and  in  Tirupuvanam  station 
one  such  school.  Were  primary  education  appreciated  by 
the  local  government,  or  insisted  upon  by  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment such  schools  would  be  far  more  common,  and  we 
might  to  some  extent  withdraw  funds  now  employed  in 
maintaining  village  schools  and  apply  such  funds  to  more 
direct  evangelistic  effort." 

We  have  had  about  the  same  number  of  pupils  under 
instruction  in  our  village  schools  as  last  year. 

Our  boarding  schools  are  now  as  they  have  ever  been  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  Being  under  the  direct  and  con- 
stant care  of  the  missionaries  they  seem  to  prosper,  and  are 
a  source  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  us  all. 
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The  teacliers  are  faifcliful,  and  the  pupils  are  kept  from 
the  contaminating  influence  of  the  village  life,  and  sur- 
rounded by  every  possible  Christian  influence  that  can  be 
l)rought  to  bear  upon  them,  to  their  improvement  we  think 
physically,  mentally  and  spiritually.  Four  or  five  years  thus 
spent  in  these  schools,  then  another  five  years  spent  in  our 
higher  institution  at  Pasumalai,  seem  to  be  enough  to  call  out 
all  that  is  good  in  a  student,  and  give  Christianity  the  op- 
portunity to  make  the  most  of  what  is  in  him. 

Hindu  girls'  schools  have  been  mentioned  under  tho 
head  of  women's  work  for  women  so  further  mention  here 
is  unnecessary. 

Madura  Female  Normal  School. — Of  her  work  for 
the  year  Miss  Swift  writes  : — "To  an  observer  from  the 
outside,  our  work  in  the  female  normal  school  would  no 
doubt  present  no  striking  points  of  difference  from  that  of 
last  year,  but  to  the  workers  themselves,  many  changes  are 
apparent.  Our  numbers  have  been  much  greater  than  ever 
before.  The  average  for  the  year  has  been  143.  The  num- 
ber of  boarders  is  75.  While  we  ai'e  looked  upon  by  the 
mission  as  an  educational  institution,  we  are  on  the  other 
hand,  inspected,  criticized  and  reported  upon  by  govern- 
ment oflScials  as  a  'Training  school,'  and  it  is  an  acknowl- 
edged difficult  thing  to  keep  both  of  these  departments 
in  equally  good  condition.  We  have  had  28  young  women 
in  two  classes  under  training  this  year  as  II  grade  and  III 
grade  mistresses.  Believing  that  the  sense  of  responsibility 
would  be  most  useful  in  creating  earnestness  in  the  work 
of  the  normal  students,  we  dispensed  with  the  primary 
teachers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  since  that  time 
the  entire  work  of  the  primary  department  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Bible  teaching  has  been  done  by  the  normal  stu- 
dents under  the  supervision  of  a  head  mistress.  They 
have  taught  calisthenics,  singing,  kinderg-artcn  occupa- 
tions and  sewing  with  good  results.  Unwilling  to  trust 
the  Bible  study  to  these  immature  teachers  we  secured  for 
this  the  best  teachers  wo  could  find,  all  of  whom  had  had 
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long  experience  but  tliis  study  in  the  lower  classes  lias 
been  more  unsatisfactory  tlian  any  other. 

"  This  is  a  source  of  much  regret  and  of  some  surprisd; 
Sibl©  study  in  the  higher  classes  has  been  good  and  the 
girls  have  studied  with  zest  and  evident  pleasure  and  profit. 
The  inspectress'  visit  was  vef'y  encouraging  to  us  in  our  nor- 
mal school  wort.    She  expressed  herself  well  pleased  with 
the  condition  of  the  school  and  says: — 'As  this  is  the  only 
normal  school  for  girls  in  the  Madura  district  it  occupies 
an  important  position  of  which  it  is  proving  itself  worthy.* 
The  director  also  expresses  his  pleasure  in  reading  this 
report  and  hopes  that  the  grade  of  the  school  will  soon  bo 
raised  and  its  scope  extended.    We  believe  that  the  time 
rs  come  when  we  must  heed  the  call  for  higher  female 
education^  and  the  almost  imperative  demands  of  parents 
by  adding  higher  classes.    Even  now  the  children  of  some 
of  our  best  people  are  being  sent  to  Madras  to  be  educated 
because  wo  do  not  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  age 
as  regards  Eaglish.    We  are  behind  almost  every  other 
school  I  know,  of  equal  size  and  importance,  and  I  hope  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  can  take  a  step  in  advance 
of  our  present  position.    The  school  meetings  for  prayer 
and  the  weekly  'Bible  reading'  have  been  regularly  at- 
tended, and  we  have  had  some  special  meetings  of  particu- 
lar interest.    In  June  an  all  day  meeting  for  prayer  and 
consecration  was  held  and  it  was  a  time  of  refreshing. 
Eleven  girls  united  with  the  ehurch  during  the  year.  This 
number  is  smaller  than  that  of  last  year  but  the  propor- 
tion of  students  who  are  church  members  has  been  much 
larger  than  usual  since  all  but  the  younger  girls  in  our 
primary  classes  have  been  received. 

"The  Benevolent  Society  held  its  meeting  in  September 
and  many  of  our  mission  catechists  and  pastors  were  pres- 
ent. The  programme  was  prepared  by  the  p'lpils  and  teach- 
ers and  was  an  interesting  one.  The  amount  raised  for 
tTie  year  by  this  society  and  its  branch  society  at  Battala- 
gundu  waff  Rs.  45.  Part  of  this  has  been  expended  in  the 
support,  for  a  time,  of  a  Bible  woman  in  one  of  the  villages. 


In  this  society,  the  girls  are  being  trained  in  Christian  giv- 
ingj  and  its  influence  in  many  other  directions  has  been 
good," 

Battalagundu  Girls  Boarding  School. — Miss  Chand- 
ler writes: — Reduced  government  grants  necessitated 
reduced  numbers  in  our  school,  as  with  the  opening 
of  the  year  1888  the  Gth  standard  class  was  sent  to 
tl?e  Girls'  Normal  School  at  Madura,  and  some  elementary 
scholars  refused  admission,  so  that  our  average  number 
has  been  only  about  40  against  50  of  the  year  preceding. 
The  class  work  has  been  unusually  successful,  as  all  of  the 
39  gii'h  presented  before  the  deputy  inspector  passed  his 
examinations.  The  long  needed  well,  for  which  a  dona- 
tion of  £8  was  received  two  or  three  years  ago  from  the 
Wellesley  Preparatory  School  of  Philadelphia,  has  been 
completed  at  an  expense  of  Rs.  175  and  is  a  great  boon. 

"The  want  of  a  general  and  marked  work  of  the  Spirit 
among  us,  though  a  cause  for  sorrow,  has  not  prevented 
spiritual  growth  iu  individuals,  and  has  been  an  incentive 
for  much  prayer  and  personal  Christian  endeavor  on  the 
part  of  the  school-mistresses.  The  fact  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  girls  are  only  12  years  or  younger  rnay  partially 
account  for  the  small  jDroportion  of  church  members. 
There  have  been  eight  and  ten  enquirers  at  times  but  evi- 
dences of  convei'sion  were  still  lacking  and  only  two  have 
been  received  into  the  church.  The  girls  have  kept  up 
their  interest  in  their  own  little  benevolent  society,  and 
have  sewed  Saturday  afternojons  to  increase  their  conti'i- 
butions  to  it.  Their  daily  prayer-meeting  for  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  been  continuously  held." 

Madura  High  School  Building.— Mr.  Jones  writes: — 
"The  great  event  of  the  year  in  this  work  has  been  the 
opening  of  the  new  high  school  building.  For  some  years 
this  building  has  been  a  great  desideratum ;  about  three 
years  have  been  spent  in  seeking  funds,  iu  preparing  j^lans 
and  estimates  and  iu  building.  It  has  been  a  long  and  la- 
borious task.   About  Rs.  14,000  has  been  expended  on  it  oj; 
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whicli  the  American  Boai'd  granted  Rs.  0,000  and  the  gov- 
ernment nearly  Es.  4,000.  Nearly  Ks.  2,000  have  been  re- 
ceived in  subscriptions  and  donations  from  kind  fi-iends, 
most  of  whom  are  non-Christians,  to  whom  I  once  more 
offer  my  warmest  thanks.  The  building  was  opened  Oct. 
24th  when  E.  Turner  Esq.,  Collector,  presided  and  the  fine 
hall  of  the  institution  was  crowded  with  the  elite  of  the 
town.  The  average  attendance  at  the  institution  has  been 
larger  than  formerly  and  I  believe  it  has  done  good  solid 
work  during  the  year. 

"1  wish  I  could  here  end  my  report  of  the  school.  But 
its  record  also  includes  opposition  and  rebellion.  The  vio- 
lent and  constant  denunciations  of  our  schools  by  the 
Hindu  preachers  who  often  harangued  near  our  building 
to  our  boys,  and  the  feeling  among  the  Hindu  masters  and 
students  that  the  school  w^as  growing  more  thoroughly 
Christian  than  ever  before,  at  the  close  of  the  year  led  to 
an  insurrection  among  many  of  the  Hindu  boys  which 
caused  the  school  year  to  close  in  confusion.  Most  of  the 
students  of  the  high  school  department  had  to  be  dismiss- 
ed for  insubordination  and  much  falsehood  and  hostility 
and  fanaticism  have  been  the  result.  The  Hindu  masters 
have  left  the  school  and  have  announced  their  intention 
to  organize  a  rival  institution,  a  part  of  whose  work  will 
be  to  teach  their  '  dear  Aryan  religion.'  This  has  led  mo 
to  pray  much  for  a  strong  missionary  who  could  take  up 
this  school  as  his  own  peculiar  work  and  prosecute  it  with 
vigor  and  make  it  into  a.  mighty  instrument  for  the  uplift- 
ing and  Christianising  of  this  people." 

Fasumalai  Institution. — Mr.  Washburn  reports  as 
follows: — "The  history  of  a  great  school  is  in  some  re- 
spects like  the  history  of  a  human  being.  It  is  a  number 
of  sj-stems  and  a  multitude  of  agencies  so  organized  as  to 
be  a  unity  and  to  turn  out  some  specific  and  beneficent 
result.  The  Pasumalai  institution  includes  a  number  of 
schools  and  departments  and  a  considerable  agency,  and 
sets  before  itself  very  definite  objects.  It  includes  a  board- 
ing department  of  200  pupils,  in  which  a  passed  hospital 
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assistant  looks  after  tlie  health  and  exercise;  a  normal  scliool; 
and  its  adjunct,  a  practising  school,  supplying  instruction 
and  training-  for  masters;  three  instructors  in  the  Biblo 
and  theology,  &c.,  suppl^-ing  instruction  for  a  two  years' 
course  in  theological  subjects;  middle  and  high  school  and 
second  grade  college  providing  a  general  Christian  educa- 
tion for  Christians  and  non-Christians  who  please  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  this  institution. 
In  outliue  the  school  is  well  organized  and  systematized; 
but  there  are  many  gaps  yet  to  be  filled  up  and  improve- 
ments to  be  made.  Especially  is  this  true  on  the  physical 
side.  Gymnastics  now  represent  for  the  most  part  the, 
physical  instruction  imparted  by  the  school.  This  is  an 
advance  on  a  score  of  years  ago;  but  any  proper  attention 
to  the  body  and  its  organs,  as  instruments  of  the  mind, 
requires  that  co-ordinate  training  of  these  should  accom- 
pany that  of  the  mind;  that  the  child  awakened  to  syste- 
matic thought  and  work  in  the  kindergarten  should  be 
disciplined  in  eye  and  hand  by  the  drawing  master  and 
further  trained,  in  the  use  of  his  hands  and  his  intelligence 
by  a  manual  training  master  as  well  as  by  the  gymnast. 
Especially  is  this  necessary  in  India  where  a  school  edu- 
cation has  never  been  associated  with  any  hand-work  or 
physical  labor.  This  much  at  least  of  physical  training 
should  be  included  in  the  scope  of  a  general  education. 
Better  instruction,  too,  is  needed  in  secular  subjects,  and  in 
the  Bible.  This  is  of  the  greater  necessity  because  the 
schoool  books,  particularly  for  instruction  in  English,  are 
very  far  from  satisfactory. 

"The  number  upon  the  school  roll  this  year  is  400. 
About  350  have  been  in  regular  attendance;  the  board-, 
ing  department  has  numbered  as  many  as  207  at  one  time. 
The  December  examinations  close  the  school  year.  Re- 
turns for  most  of  these  are  not  received  in  time  to  be  em- 
bodied in  the  annual  report.  Last  year's  results  compared- 
•with  the  results  from  other  schools  of  corresponding 
grades  examined  by  the  government  showed  our  school  to. 
be  much  above  the  average  in  all  examinations.    In  the 
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Petei"  Cator  examination  in  Scriptui-e  and  Cliristian  Evi- 
dence in  which  most  of  the  principal  mission  schools  of 
the  presidency  compete,  we  gained  a  prize  in  both  higher 
and  lower  grades  and  a  good  number  of  certificates.  In 
July  the  Madras  Athletic  and  Field  Games  Association 
commissioned  its  secretary  to  come  to  Pasumatai  to  hold 
an  examination  for  teachers  in  gymnastics.  At  this  exam- 
ination 7  appeared  from  our  school,  2  of  whom  received 
first  class,  and  3,  second  class  certificates.  At  the  subse- 
quent athletic  contest  in  Madura  among  the  schools  of 
the  district,  our  students  acquitted  themselves  so  well  as  to 
draw  from  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction,  a  minute 
commendatory  of  their  excellence.  I  may  say  here  that 
gj'mnastic  practice  under  a  medical  adviser  and  a  training 
master  has  been  made  compulsory  in  all  departments,  and 
the  beneficial  efi"ects  of  the  exercise  as  regards  health  are 
very  manifest.  The  hardest  working  classes  have  been 
exceptionally  free  from  illness  through  the  year.  Aside 
from  this,  we  have  suffered  from  the  usual  epidemics 
which  aflBict  schools — measles,  chickenpox,  and  fever, 
about  as  usual. 

"In  the  examinations  not  conducted  by  the  Government, 
especially  in  the  higher  classes,  we  have  been  assisted  by 
educational  friends  and  the  comnyttee  of  the  mission  who 
set  the  papers  and  valued  the  answers.  The  results  of 
the  written  examination  in  the  Bible  and  the  theological 
classes  have  mostly  come  in  and  are  on  the  whole  grati- 
fying- 

"Instruction  in  European  music  has  been  carried  on 
as  in  previous  years,  but  the  numbers  to  be  dealt  with 
have  been  so  large  as  almost  to  swamp  the  instructors. 
About  two  hours  and  a  half  a  week  has  been  given  to  in- 
struction and  some  progress  has  been  made.  "^The  Up 
and  Ready  class  ^  have  worked  steadily  at  its  Bible  texts 
for  another  year. 

'^The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  a  good 
number  of  earnest  members  in  it,  who  have  kept  it  not  only 
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active,  bat  very  usefully  at  work,  botli  in  the  school  and  iii 
the  villagX'S  around.  About  the  middle  of  the  j'car,  tiia 
association  secured  the  services  of  a  catechist  to  fill  tho 
place  of  their  venerable  and  much  esteemed  preacher  wIkS 
died  last  year.  In  the  interval,  the  association  supplied  tho 
lack  of  service  by  weekly  dcputiitiohs  sent  to  tho  villages 
to  preach  and  to  hold  prayer-meetings.  Reside  the  work 
of  the  association  two  congreg'ations  in  the  Pasiimalai  dis- 
trict havo  been  cared  for  by  students  in  the  training  and 
theological  classes.  It  has  given  them  some  taste  of  prac- 
tical life,  before  they  are  placed  in  independent  charge  of 
congregations  of  their  own. 

"The  general  religious  tone  of  the  school  has  been  such 
as  to  encourage  the  pastor.  Twenty-two  from  the  school 
have  united  by  profession  with  the  station  church ;  four  of 
these  were  from  the  heathen.  I  cannot  forbear  here  to 
refer  to  tho  sickness  and  death  of  the  father  of  one  of  our 
students  as  illustrating  the  effect  of  a  Christian  example 
of  a  dutiful  and  a  faithful  son.  Though  the  father  was  a 
heathen  his  son  had  been  with  us  for  ten  years  and  lias 
nearly  finished  his  course  in  the  high  school.  At  length 
the  father  came  to  us  ill,  having  failed  to  get  at  the  gov- 
ernment hospital  the  relief  he  hoped  for.  He  proved  in- 
deed to  be  ill  of  quick  consumption.  Almost  his  whole 
conversation  after  he  came  here  was  about  religion.  In 
the  strongest  terms,  and  with  the  most  expressive  gestures 
he  declared  his  abhorrence  of  the  heathen  priests  and 
soothsayers  and  with  equal  vividness  he  described  his 
entire  resignation  of  himself  to  Christ.  'I  put  Christ's 
name  upon  my  head'  said  he,  laying  his  hand  upon  his 
crown  in  token  that  he  resigned  himself  to  him.  'I  will 
never  leave  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  served  the  devils — hea- 
then gods — long  enough.'  Occasionally  he  was  heard  re- 
peating with  much  feeling,  parts  bf  the  Apostles'  Creed 
which  his  son  had  taught  him.  He  was  a  carpenter :  and 
while  he  was  ill  many  of  his  caste  peo23le  came  to  see  him. 
One  day  he  said  to  them; — 'The  carpenters  take  a  piece  of 
wood  and  thoy  make  a  god:  the  potters  take  a  handful 


oO 


of  clay  and  tliey  make  a  god :  and  the  stone  cutters  make 
a  god  out  of  a  stone.  And  when  they  have  made  them 
they  are  good  for  nothing  and  can  help  nobody;  but 
Jesus  Christ  will  save  us.'  Every  week  lie  hoped  to 
be  a  little  better  so  as  to  go  to  church  and  be  bap- 
tized but  the  end  approached  sooner  than  any  of  us 
'expected.  His  friends  insisted  on  taking  him  to  his  own 
house  to  die,  as  it  is  a  family  disgrace  if  one  die  away 
from  home  who  is  within  reach  of  it.  He  was  in  a  dvin^ 
state  when  removed.  He  would  not  pronounce  the  name 
of  Rama,  but  bowed  his  head  at  the  name  of  Christ  and 
so  died.  Under  these  circumstances  the  large  assembly 
of  his  friends  consented  that  Christian  services  should  be 
conducted  at  his  grave. 

''Sixteen  men  leave  the  normal  and  the  theological 
schools  at  tlie  end  of  this  year  to  take  up  work;  of  these^ 
several  have  passed  the  Universitj^  matriculation  examin- 
ation^ and  some  of  tliem  have  gone  througb  a  course  both 
in  the  theological  and  normal  schools.  We  look  forward 
with  muck  hope  to  the  addition  of  this  force  to  our  band 
of  native  labourers.  The  time  bas  already  come  when 
the  theological  and  training  departments  should  receive 
the  special  attention  of  a  missionary  set  apart  for  that 
Avork;  only  the  great  want  of  missionaries  has  stood  in  the 
way  of  such,  an  arrangement  bein»'  made ;  it  should  not 
long  be  delayed. 

"We  have  now  had  the  use  of  the  HoUis  Moore  Memo- 
rial Hall  for  more  than  a  year  for  our  theological  school. 
It  has  also  been  in  use  for  the  normal  department  and  we 
have  found  it  of  the  greatest  service.  Indeed,  it  would 
have  been  quite  impossible  without  it  to  have  supplied 
room  either  by  day  Or  night  for  our  increased  numbers. 
In  the  confusion  and  disorder  of  rebuilding  it  has  also 
been  a  harbour  of  refuge  for  dislodged  classes  where  they 
have  found  not  only  shelter  but  comfort. 

"But  one  of  the  chief  way  marks  by  which  we  shall 
remember  the  year  1888  will  be  the  rebuilding  and  enlarg- 
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ing  of  the  old  college  liall.  The  core  of  tlie  old  edifice 
has  been  presei"ved;  but  otherwise  the  building  has  been 
wholly  reconstructed,  and  a  second  story  added  to  serve 
as  a  hall  for  the  daily  use  of  the  school,  and  the  lower 
story  has  been  rearranged  into  class  rooms,  for  the  principal 
and  the  teachers.  The  foundations  and  the  pillars  are  of 
cut  granite  and  the  completed  structure  is  comely  and  con- 
venient. 

"Four  houses  for  the  use  of  teachers  have  been  erected 
on  land,  recently  presented  to  the  "mission  by  Mr.  Grant 
Aseervadam,  pleader  of  Madura. 

"We  are  indebted  also  to  friends  in  the  United  States 
for  lamps  for  lighting  our  new  hall  and  for  additions  to 
our  theological  and  school  library.  A  small  addition  has 
also  been  made  to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  institution. 

"Altogether  the  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity, 
prosperity  and  marked  advance ;  in  all  respects  calculated 
to  encourage  those  who  from  abroad  have  assisted,  and 
those  on  the  ground  who  have  borne  the  labor  and  the 
heat  of  the  day." 


Dr.  Root  reports  on  her  work  as  follows: — "Dr.  Chester, 
having  been  granted  leave  of  absence  in  America,  after 
fifteen  years  of  uninterrupted  service,  I  was  left  in  Janu- 
ary 1888,  in  charge  of  the  medical  work  of  the  mission. 
The  work  has. been  essentially  as  in  former  years  except  as 
it  has  brought  more  frequent  calls  to  patients  in  outsta- 
tions,  and  a  greater  weight  of  responsibility  upon  me. 

"An  unusual  number  of  complicated  and  difficult  cases, 
among  women  and  children,  have  been  treated  witli,  I 
rejoice  to  say,  favorable  results  in  all  but  two  cases. 

"The  Hindus  have  seemed  to  me  less  conservative  than 
formerly  and  have  been  less  averse  to  patronizing  the  dis- 
pensary and  hospital. 

o 


82 


"The  liospltal  building — tliougli  wittout  beds^  has  been 
well  patronized  all  the  year  by  Brahmins  and  Mohamme- 
dauSj  as  well  as  by  those  of  other  castes.  It  accommo- 
dates from  eight  to  twelve  patients  with  their  friends,  and 
at  various  times  dui-ing  the  year  this  number  has  been 
complete.  I  recall  one  period  of  three  weeks,  when  the 
hospital  being  full  of  Christian  patients,  we  had  three 
serious  surgical  cases  from  heathen  families,  representing- 
the  vellalah,  goldsmith  and  brahmin  castes.  This  was  so 
remarkable  that  with  enthusiastic  zeal  Bible  women. 
Christian  teachers  and  others,  talked  with  these  women 
daily  about  God  and  His  love.  It  was  rare  in  those  days 
to  look  into  the  room,  without  seeing  some  earnest  worker 
reading  and  talking.  At  this  and  other  times  Miss  Chand- 
ler and  Miss  Swift  have  kindly  spoken  ajid  prayed  with, 
the  patients. 

''More  and  more  I  am  convinced  that  in  this  way,  by 
quiet  talks  and  readings  in  the  retirement  of  the  hospital, 
far  beyond  all  opportunities  (so  called)  in  private  houses 
we  have  the  open  sesame  to  the  women's  hearts. 

"The  Bible  woman  has,  as  always,  read  and  explained 
portions  of  the  Bible  at  the  daily  clinic,  and  has  through 
this  intercourse  with  the  people  obtained  access  to  a  few 
houses. 

"There  has  been  sei'ious  illness  in  our  mission  circle  and 
among  the  hospital  assistants,  but  we  have  had  no  deaths, 
and  it  is  with  the  deepest  gratitude  to  God  that  I  acknowl- 
edge the  healing  whicn  has  come  from  His  hand. 

"I,  also,  with  all  our  mission,  rejoice  in  the  safe  return 
of  our  mission  physician,  and  that  he  has  brought  with 
him  one  of  the  many  so  much  needed  helpers  for  our 
work." 


Abstract  return  showing  the  number  of  cases  treated  in 
the  Madura  Mission  Dispensary  during  the  year  1888. 


Total  of  New  and  Old  Cases 

New  Cases  .. 

Old  Cases  ... 

In-patients... 

Medical 

Surgical 

Medical  and  Surgical 
Europeans  ... 
Eurasians  ... 
Native  Christians 
Mohammedans 


Under  6  years  of  age 
Between  6  and  21  ... 


f  Males 
I,  Females 
f  Males 
\  Females 
f  Males 
\  Females 


Over  21  ... 

Labor  Cases 
Villages  from  which  patients  have  come 


20,551 
12,709 
7,842 

518 
5,714 
4,832 
2,163 

112 

123 
3,181 
1,492 
1,143 
1,380 
1,672 
1,571 
3,721 
3,210 
37 

216 


This  is  a  now  and  strange  heading  to  appear  in  our  re- 
port, but  during  the  last  year  active,  combined  and  care- 
fully organized  effort  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Hindus  against  Christianity.  "Do  you  not  know  that  the 
number  of  Christians  is  increasing  and  the  number  of  Hin- 
du religionists  decreasing  every  day?  How  long  will  water 
remain  in  a  well  which  continually  lets  out  but  receives 
none  in?"  So  reads  one  of  their  lately  issued  tracts  which 
is  written  with  the  aim  of  inciting  them  to  the  work  of 
withstanding  the  inroads  of  Christianity.  This  is  not  the 
testimony  of  an  enthusiastic  missionary  in  love  with  his 
work  nor  of  a  friendly  visitor  to  the  mission  field  but  the 
impartial  testimony  of  a  most  unwilling  witness  which  can 
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we  not  say  is  the  best  possible  evidence  of  the  Avork  mis- 
sions are  doing  in  this  country. 

As  their  most  persistent  efforts  were  made  in  the  city  of 
Madura  and  as  the  movement  in  the  smaller  towns  was  in 
many  respects  similar^  we  allow  the  missionary  at  Madura 
to  make  the  report.  He  writes: — "Early  this  year  the 
new  enthusiasm  for  Hinduism  and  the  bitter  jealousy 
against  Christianity  which  had  been  fanned  fcr  some  time 
and  in  many  v/ays  at  Madras,  broke  out  into  a  flame  which 
spread  over  the  Presidency.  Madura  Hindus  have  been 
partly  consumed  by  it.  The  Madras  Hindu  Tract  Society 
sent  out  in  March  one  of  its  preachers,  who  seemed  kindled 
with  a  phenominally  bitter  zeal  against  our  religion  and  its 
missionaries.  He  poured  into  many  willing  ears,  for  some 
weeks,  the  vilest  abuse  of  the  Bible,  Christ  and  Christians. 
With  Bible  in  hand  he  would  daily  preach  to  sympathetic 
crowds  in  our  streets,  devoting  part  of  his  time  to  a  vehe- 
ment rehearsal  of  infidel  blasphemy  against  the  Old  Testa- 
ment and  the  remainder  to  a  tirade  against  Christ  and  His 
messengers — the  missionaries — than  Avhom  no  class  of  the 
community  were  represented  to  be  more  daiigerous.  Dur- 
ing the  great  Hindu  festival  in  April  several  others  joined 
him.  Wherever  our  men  met  to  distribute  tracts  or  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  one  of  these  men  quickly  and  vehe- 
mently opposed  them.  Not  a  word  did  they  say  in  favor 
or  in  elucidation  of  Hinduism — it  was  one  constant  abuse 
of  Christianity.  Their  work  soon  bore  fruit.  For,  during 
the  festival,  our  Christian  preachers  were  attacked  by 
fanatical  mobs,  when  stones  and  other  missiles  were  thrown 
at  them  and  they  had  to  run  for  their  lives.  For  some 
time  they  were  daily  insulted  upon  the  streets.  Three  of 
the  rioters  were  charged  before  the  police  court  and,  while 
one  has  disappeared,  the  other  two  were  fined  and  impris- 
oned a  month  each.  After  this  riot  the  leading  preacher 
placed  himself  daily  in  proximity  to  our  schools,  and  upon 
the  children  being  dismissed,  would  urge  them  to  leave  our 
schools  and  following  them  to  their  homes  would  beseech 
their  parents  to  save  their  children  'out  of  the  padre's 


jaws.'  Men  were  passionately  aj^pealed  to  that  tliey 
miglit  refuse  to  place  their  daughters  and  their  wives  un- 
der the  instruction  of  the  missionary  ladies  and  their 
agents. 

"  He  was  paid  by  the  Madras  Society  which  also  furnished 
him  with  an  abundance  of  slanderous  and  blasphemous 
tracts  and  also  secured  the  best  legal  talent  to  defend  him 
in  the  courts.  His  appeal  was  to  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  ignorant  and  a  number  of  young  men  gave  him 
their  approval  and  sympathy.  This  man  who  was  really 
the  cause  of  most  of  this  has  left  the  place  in  disgrace 
after  being  beaten  and  robbed  by  his  own  friends.  On  the 
eve  of  his  departure  he  called  upon  me  with  the  apparent 
object  of  excusing  himself  and  of  urging  me  to  'crush' 
the  old  friends  who  had  become  his  enemies.  And  when 
he  left  he  had  to  beg  his  railway  fare  from  the  Christians, 
the  very  ones  whom  he  had  abused.  It  was  a  favor,  how- 
ever, which  they  were  not  loathe  to  confer  upon  him,  since 
by  it  they  rid  the  place  of  him.  He  is  gone  and  his  suc- 
cessor also  has  left  and  we  are  alone  again. 

"They,  however,  are  only  one  of  the  manifestations  of 
an  organized  movement  for  the  revival  of  Hinduism.  To 
them  its  revival  is  synonymous  with  the  destruction  of 
Christianity.  We  shall  then  hereafter  expect  continuous 
opposition;  abuse  and  persecution  it  may  be.  But  we  must 
regard  it  as  anything  but  an  unmixed  evil.  It  is  I  hope 
and  believe  the  thorn  in  the  flesh  of  the  church  of  God  in 
India  which  will  more  than  all  else  call  its  attention  to  the 
sufficiency  of  divine  grace.  Better  far  a  hundred  times, 
this  vigorous  opposition  than  the  smiling  assent  of  a  nerve- 
less and  careless  apathy  which  we  have  so  long  lamented. 
The  persecutions  of  this  year  have  undoubtedly  given  to 
our  Christian  community  a  nerve  and  strength  which  it 
did  not  formerly  possess  and  it  is  a  very  encouraging  fact 
that  not  a  soul  has  under  this  exitement  gone  back  to  Hin- 
duism nor  is  there  one  who  has  not  been  strengthened  in 
his  faith  by  it." 
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It  is  a  singular  fact^  noticeable  in  examining  the  conclu- 
sions of  tlie  Reports  for  past  years,  that  each  writer  after  a 
careful  examination  of  the  workings  of  our  organization 
in  all  its  branches  for  one  year,  feels  the  same  need  and 
sends  up  the  same  cry  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bless  and  put 
more  intense  life  into  our  work.  Our  methods  are  satis- 
factory, being  the  result  of  a  careful  study  of  the  people 
with  the  added  experience  of  years  and  thorough  discus- 
sion suggests  no  important  change. 

Year  by  year  the  Lord  gives  increase,  some  years  great- 
er in  one  respect  and  some  years  greater  in  another,  but 
always  increase.  But  as  we  read  the  history  of  the  church 
in  the  early  ages  and  remember  the  gigantic  strides  made 
among  a  powerful  and  intensely  hostile  people,  as  we  read 
of  the  conquests  of  the  Gospel  in  other  and  in  many  res- 
pects, similar  lands,  we  cannot  view  with  any  very  great 
degree  of  complacency  or  satisfaction,  the  few  hundreds 
which  are  yearly  added  to  our  number. 

True  it  is  that  Christianity  is  slowly  elevating  this  peo- 
ple and  our  hearts  are  deeply  grateful  that  though  the 
spiritual  sower  oftentimes  is  obliged  to  quietly  and  trust- 
ingly wait  for  years  for  the  fi-uit.  He  permits  us  to  see  the 
harvest  springing  up  about  us. 

Still  the  restless  anxious  human  heart  longs  for  more, 
more  souls,  more  subjects  for  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Master  and  we  have  need  of  great  patience  to  await  His 
time  and  power. 

So  at  the  beginning  of  this  new  yeai',  our  prayer  is  that 
He  will  reveal  himself  in  us  and  show  both  missionary  and 
native  worker  what  is  in  us  that  prevents  a  mighty  out 
pouring"  of  His  Spirit,  so  that  an  Annual  Eeport  instead 
of  hundx'eds,  may  record  the  acquisition  of  thousands. 


APPENDIX 


KOTTAIMEDU  CHURCH. 

Through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  6  men  and  2  women  who  are 
relations  of  the  church-members  of  Kottaimedu  and  2  families 
containing  7  souls  at  Andipatti  have  been  newly  received  into 
Christianity  and  are  being  taught  the  Scriptures  this  year. 

Seven  souls  at  Kottaimedu  and  17  in  the  Andipatti  circle 
making  24  in  number  have  confessed  Jesus  and  became  church- 
members  this  year.  Eight  children  at  Kottaimedu  and  16  child- 
ren in  the  Andipatti  church  have  been  baptized,  2  prayer-houses 
were  built  and  dedicated  at  the  end  of  April,  one  at  Nallakarup- 
panpatti  and  the  other  at  Koilpatti.  Both  of  these  are  new  con- 
gregations. The  members  of  the  congregations  of  these  two 
villages  are  regular  in  attending  Sunday  services  and  in  learning 
the  Bible.    The  Lord's  Supper  was  celebrated  6  times  this  year. 

Mr.  C.  F.  P.  Sebastian,  the  civil  apothecary  and  Mr.  C.  P. 
Stephens,  the  government  registrar  have  contributed  much  to- 
wards my  wages  and  have  helped  in  raising  funds  to  enlarge  the 
church. 

The  meetings  of  the  Young  Men's  Societies  of  Kottaimedu 
and  Maniakaranpatti  are  regularly  held  and  at  times  the  young 
men  at  Maniakaranpatti  go  to  preach  the  Gospel.  In  addition 
to  these  Sunday  services  Sunday  schools  are  held  in  separate 
places  in  Periakulam,  one  at  Kottaimedu,  one  at  the  bungalow 
and  the  other  at  Tenkarai.  Many  of  the  Hindus  attend  and 
give  ear  to  the  Word  of  God. 

C.  WILLIAMS,  Pastor. 


KOMBAI  CHURCH. 

There  are  several  items  of  interest  that  may  be  noticed  in  the  1 1 
villages  belonging  to  the  Kombai  pastorate.    By  the  blessing  of 
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the  Loi\l  the  congregations  have  iucreaseJ  this  year.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Sarguna  Pandiar,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Kombai  church 
is  one  of  the  chief  events  of  this  year.  He  was  connected  with 
the  Zemindar's  family  of  Kombai  and  was  called  the  minor  Zem- 
indar. His  relatives,  the  Kapiliars,  are  very  numerous,  rich  and 
influential  and  he  was  the  fii'st  convert  among  them.  He  lost  all 
the  honor  due  to  him  by  his  people  but  Christ  was  his  gain. 
By  the  persecution  of  the  Zemindar  and  his  relatives  he  was 
driven  away  from  his  house  and  had  to  live  a  solitary  life  in  a 
grove  adjacent  to  Kombai,  By  patiently  enduring  indignity, 
reproach,  abuse  and  loss  of  property  iu  consequence  of  his  con- 
version, without  recourse  to  the  law,  he  made  those  that  persecut- 
ed him,  his  friends.  At  the  point  of  death  he  requested  the 
pastor  to  offer  prayer  to  God  and  to  give  him  a  Christian  burial. 
This  he  said  iu  the  presence  of  the  Zemindar  and  his  close  rela- 
tives who  came  to  see  him  and  help  him  in  his  sickness,  and  thus 
he  died  after  urging  his  relatives  not  to  do  anything  against 
Christians  nor  to  interfere  with  the  funeral  services. 

We  humbly  solicit  prayer  that  He  may  send  down  the  Holy 
Spirit  so  that  many  may  become  His  followers. 

S.  NALLA.THAMBT,  Pastor. 


KAMBAM  CHURCH. 

There  Averc  in  the  pastorate  8  persons  added  to  the  church  on 
pi'ofession  of  faith,  3  suspended  members  restored,  13  children 
baptized,  14  marriages  solemnized  and  30  children  born,  19  fami- 
lies containing  41  souls  joined  different  congregations  renouncing 
heathenism  and  Romanism. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  efforts  made  in  regard  to  promote 
the  Christians  iu  Scripture  knowledge  I  gave  this  year  a  prize 
examination  in  which  33  candidates  passed  out  of  the  140  who 
were  earnestly  learning  the  Epistle  of  James,  the  fixed  prize  les- 
son. The  first  class  which  contained  15  persons  had  thoroughly 
committed  to  memory  the  five  chapters  of  the  Epistle.  I  approved 
above  all,  a  blind  boy  and  a  heathen  young  man  who  recited  in 
the  first  class  and  some  uneducated  old  women  who  recited  in 
other  classes.  Three  interesting  essays  prepared  by  3  Christians 
were  read  at  the  examination. 


3§ 

As  for  pushing  on  the  extension  of  my  field  I  made  this  yeaf 
several  tours  to  the  neighbouring  Periyar  hill  villages;  in  one  of 
which  16  families  of  Paliars,  a  hill  tribe,  have  forsaken  their  false 
gods  and  accepted  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour;  in  four  other 
places  some  old  Christians  numbering  27  families  that  have  come 
from  diflferent  parts  of  the  country  joined  my  congregations  and 
contributed  for  my  service;  and  in  the  two  camps  of  the  Periyar 
Project  I  have  endeavoured  to  have  the  Sunday  services  conduct- 
ed by  our  Christians  and  to  have  a  place  of  worship  erected  by 
subscription.  For  visiting  the  old  congregations  and  the  above- 
mentioned  new  places  and  for  attending  business  meetings  I  have 
travelled  this  year  1,455  miles  and  stayed  191  days  out  of  home. 

Our  Bible  woman  who  is  living  in  the  midst  of  Hindus  enjoys 
the  means  of  grace  without  persecution  and  they  make  no  hin- 
derance  to  her  work  which  is  done  only  among  her  own  women. 

I  feel  much  indebted  to  the  European  gentlemen  and  native 
friends  living  in  Peermaid  and  Periyar  Hills  for  they  appreciate 
my  work  and  as  token  of  their  sympathy  contribute  for  Gospel 
purposes. 

S.  ISAAC,  Pastor. 


KODAIKANAL  CHURCH. 

tJntil  the  present  year  Kodaikanal  has  been  a  portion  of  the 
i?eriakulam  station,  no  separate  establishment  having  been  pro- 
vided for  carrying  on  mission  work  on  the  hills.  Something  has 
been  done  but  the  larger  and  more  attractive  work  on  the  plains 
has  hitherto  absorbed  the  greater  attention  of  the  mission.  This 
year  a  missionary  has  been  given  to  it  and  systematic  work 
has  been  inaugurated.  Besides  the  native  pastor,  2  catechists, 
4  teachers  and  a  Bible  woman  have  been  employed  and  mission 
work  has  been  commenced  in  the  hill  villages.  There  are  now  201 
members  in  the  Kodaikanal  congregation  of  whom  92  are  com- 
municants, 5  have  been  admitted  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church 
and  1 1  children  were  baptized  during  the  year.  The  usual  aver- 
age Sabbath  attendance  is  from  50  to  80  and  in  the  full  season 
the  church  is  overflowing.  When  the  Lord's  Supper  is  adminis- 
tered there  are  often  as  many  as  75  to  80  communicants. 

On  Thursday  of  each  week  a  meeting  for  women  is  held  in 
the  mission  school-house  conducted  by  Mrs.  Noyes.    The  women 
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come  together,  read  over,  and  make  remarks  upon  a  chapter  in 
the  Gospels.  In  this  way  they  have  finished  the  Gospel  of  John 
and  have  gone  through  half  of  Luke.  They  also  question  each 
other  on  the  sermon  of  the  previous  Sunday  and  hear  the  report 
of  the  Bible  -woman.  Several  prayers  are  offered  and  a  collec- 
tion is  taken  up  for  evangelical  work  among  women. 

The  Bible  woman  who  works  under  the  superiutendance  of 
Mrs.  Noyes  seems  well  qualified  for  the  work.  There  are  now  9 
persons  mider  her  instruction,  80  houses  have  been  visited  and 
185  persons  have  heard  the  Gospel  message  from  her.  Besides  a 
school  of  32  pupils,  boys  and  girls  at  Kodalkanal  centre,  we 
have  a  small  school  at  Villupatti  and  a  day  and  night  school  at 
Pannaikadu,  20  miles  distant,  and  we  have  commenced  a  small 
congregation  and  a  school  at  a  village  about  throe  miles  distant 
where  there  are  8  Christian  families  containing  25  souls.  For 
the  purpose  of  a  prayer-house  and  a  school-room  they  put  up  a 
thatched  building  at  the  cost  of  Rs.  30.  Half  of  the  cost  having 
been  given  by  the  mission.  At  the  dedication  there  were  two  bap- 
tisms and  one  marriage  was  solemnized.  The  people  all  come 
together  at  Kodaikanal  at  communion  eeasons  and  on  other  spec- 
ial occasions.  We  have  collected  during  the  past  year  by  sub- 
scription, Sunday  collections  and  gleanings  about  Rs.  250  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  pastor. 

A.  G.  ROWLAND,  Faslor, 


MADURA  EAST  CHURCH. 

Looking  back  upon  the  past  year  we  cannot  but  exclaim  "  Thank 
God  for  all  his  goodness."  I  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor 
over  this  church  on  the  17th  of  January  last.  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  report  that  the  church  is  steadily  progressing.  A  Hindu 
family  consisting  of  a  mother  and  two  children  came  over  to 
us  from  heathenism.  Though  her  faith  has  been  severely  tried 
by  the  death  of  one  of  her  children  and  the  severe  illness  of 
the  other,  a  boy  of  about  16  years  of  age,  she  has  stood  firm  and 
survived  these  shocks.  The  son  also  is  now  admitted  into  the 
church.  We  commemorated  the  dying  love  of  our  Saviour 
seven  times  during  the  year.  On  the  first  occasion  w^e  enjoyed 
the  sacred  feast  with  the  members  of  the  West  Gate  church. 
Dr.  March  and  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  of  America,  we  are  glad  to  say 
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were  then  present  and  took  part  in  the  communion  services.  On 
another  occasion  wc  had  the  great  pleasure  of  admitting  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Hindu  mother  already  referred  to,  twelve  girls,  four 
belonging  to  the  congregation  and  eight  to  the  boarding  school  at 
the  place.  Street  preaching  has  been  carried  on  in  the  same 
liaes  as  in  previous  years.  During  the  Chittrai  festival  a  strong 
contingent  of  Christian  workers  from  the  neighbouring  stations 
re-inforced  us  in  Madura  and  much  work  was  done  proclaiming 
the  Gospel  to  thousands  that  crowded  to  liear  us.  Much  opposi- 
itiou  arose  against  our  preaching  and  hundreds  of  hand-bills, 
fviolently  assailing  Christianity  and  Christians,  were  distributed 
by  some  Hindu  preachers  and  their  party.  Since  then  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  opposition  has  worn  away. 

E.  YESADIAN,  Pastor. 


MADURA  WEST  CHURCH. 

1  praise  God  for  His  infinite  mercy  in  having  protected  my  con- 
gregation and  myself  during  this  year.  Every  morning  at  6.30 
o'clock  throughout  the  year  we  have  been  able  to  conduct 
a  prayer-meeting  in  the  church.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
many  women  also  were  able  to  attend  those  meetings.  These 
meetings  proved  to  us  to  bo  a  source  of  much  blessing  and  happi- 
ness. From  last  September  wc  began  to  hold  an  evening  service 
on  Sundays  and  by  the  grace  of  God  the  attendance  has  been 
iarge.  The  contribution  of  my  congregation  towards  the  support 
of  the  church  is  encouraging.  The  contributions  to  the  Evangel- 
ical Society  and  to  the  Madras  Bible  Society,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
were  cheerfully  given.  Forty  rupees  to  the  former  and  Es.  9-9-0 
to  the  latter.  The  spirit  of  benevolence  is  growing  in  some.  For 
instance,  one,  contributed  Rs.  42  for  two  wall  ulmirahs,  another 
presented  a  cummunion  cup.  In  kaliams  that  were  broken  on 
Christmas  day  about  Rs.  25  was  collected. 

I  am  praying  for  success  in  rpy  work  and  that  I  may  labor 
with  moxe  earnestness  and  zeal. 

S.  MATHURANAYAGAM,  Pastor. 


PASUMALAI  CHURCH. 

In  writing  this  report  it  is  ucccssiary  to  state  that  the  young 
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men  of  the  College  here,  form  the  bulk  of  this  church  and  that 
such  as  tlo  not  belong  to  Madura  Mission  churches  are  excluded 
from  the  statistics.  Here  are  also  some  Christians  belonging 
to  this  church  in  the  neighbouring  vilhigos  of  Sikkandamalai, 
Kilanery  and  Sakilipatti.  Thus  taken,  there  were  in  the  last 
year  252  people  in  the  congregation  and  146  communicants  in  the 
church.  Twenty-two  young  men  of  the  College  were  admitted 
to  the  church  on  profession  of  faith  and  of  these  16  were  persons 
baptized  in  infancy,  4  from  the  Romanists  and  2  from  the  heathen. 
One  of  the  latter  has  been  persecuted  for  his  change  of  religion.  Of 
the  old  members  of  the  church  one  was  suspended  for  marrying  a 
heathen  wife  with  heathen  ceremonies.  There  were  a  good  many 
applicants  for  admission  to  the  church,  but  they  were  put  off  till 
they  could  show  signs  of  real  conversion.  The  Sunday-school 
attendance  was  pretty  large  and  regular  and  the  Gospel  of  St. 
John  was  studied  through  very  carefully. 

The  congregation  at  Sakilipatti  was  under  the  care  of  the  evangel- 
ist who  is  supported  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  This  association  prospers 
and  superintends  the  evangelist  through  its  "Look  out  Commit- 
tee." Mrs.  Washburn  has  been  doing  throughout  the  year  a  good 
work  among  the  women  and  children  of  the  four  villages.  Of 
two  Bible  women  employed  here,  one  is  stationed  at  SakiUpatti 
and  the  other  who  resides  at  Pasumalai  goes  out  I'egularly  to  Sik- 
kandamalai,  Vilachery  and  Palanganattam,  teaching  Brahmins 
and  other  high  caste  women  to  read  and  to  commit  to  memory 
Scripture  verses.  The  women  of  Pasumalai  with  Mrs.  Wash- 
burn as  their  leader  meet  together  twice  in  the  week  for  prayer 
and  for  keeping  up  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Bible  women. 

A.  BARNES,  Pastor, 


MALLANKINARU  CHURCH. 

I  have  been  doing  the  Lord's  work  at  the  station  church  and  in 
Mallankinaru  and  the  villages  close  by  it.  The  number  in  the  con- 
gregations is  579,  of  whom  116  are  communicants.  The  commu- 
nion service  was  administered  18  times  during  the  year.  Twen- 
ty-eight persons  were  admitted  to  the  church,  and  21  children 
baptized.  The  Christians  in  my  charge  attend  worship  regularly 
and  contribute  liberally  to  the  church.    Many  of  them  talk  with 
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tho  heathen  about  Jesus.  A  Christian  family  at  Karianenthal 
collected  about  Rs.  32  by  paying  the  thirtieth  part  of  their  income 
to  the  Lord.  They  also  promised  to  give  Rs.  200  towards  tho 
building  of  a  new  church  there.  A  young  man  of  the  same  vil- 
lage is  a  means  of  bringing  his  heathen  relatives  to  Christianity. 
There  are  many  encouraging  points  like  these  which  deserve  atten- 
tion. Many  investigate  the  truth  of  the  Gospel.  Sometimes 
parents  with  tlieir  children  bring  special  offerings  to  the  church. 

I  am  led  to  think  that  they  are  very  near  to  Christ.  May  the 
Lord  bless  the  work  done  both  among  the  Hindus  and  Christians. 

A.  PERUMAL,  Pastor. 


POMMANPATTI  CHURCH. 

There  are  143  souls  under  my  pastoral  care.  A  good  many  of 
them  have  gone  to  Kandy  and  Penang  to  get  work.  No  one  has 
been  newly  admitted  into  the  church  this  year.  The  Christians 
have  advanced  much  in  spiritual  things.  They  have  cheerfully 
contributed  for  my  support  and  other  purposes.  There  has  been 
some  disunion  among  the  Christians  which  I  believe  will  soon 
disappear.  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  say  that  the  church  building 
still  stands  incomplete.  We  are  praying  to  God  for  the  means  to 
complete  it  and  also  to  add  to  our  membership  many  of  such 
as  shall  be  saved. 

M.  DEVASAGAYAM,  Pastor. 


BATTALAGUNDU  CHURCH. 

During  the  year  7  persons  have  been  admitted  to  this  church 
on  profession  of  faith.  Five  of  them  have  come  from  heathenism, 
1 1  children  have  been  baptized  during  the  year,  and  6  marriages 
solemnized.  We  have  had  seven  communion  seasons,  one  in  a  vil- 
lage congregation,  and  2  deaths,  one  of  an  aged  woman  who  pass- 
ed away  peacefully  in  a  heathen  village  where  her  relatives  are 
testifying  for  Christ  the  only  Saviour.  Palaniyandi  Servai  aged 
96  years  is  trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  and  for  the  past  six 
months,  forsaking  all  his  innumerable  gods  which  were  venei'ated 
by  him  from  his  16th  year,  spends  an  hour  daily  in  his  evening 
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worsliip.  Much  prayerful  effort  is  made  for  the  growth  of  this 
church  aud  we  have  strong  hopes  of  success. 

A.  PITCHAIMUTTU,  Pastor. 


PALANI  CHURCH. 

Five  families  comprising  23  souls  have  joined  the  congregation 
of  Thumbalapatti  during  the  year  to  whom  a  catechist  has 
been  sent  so  as  to  preach  and  teach  the  schools  day  and  night. 
Four  Bibles  have  been  purchased  by  the  school  boys  of  Manja- 
naikanpatti  in  the  month  of  November.  A  new  church  building 
has  been  erected  in  the  town  of  Palani,  which  costs  Bs.  2,567. 
One  Palanisami  Kavandar,  revenue  maniagar  of  Paliampatti, 
gave  a  donation  of  Rs.  5  to  the  building  when  he  received  a 
Bible.  Six  persons  have  united  with  the  church  during  the  year 
and  5  children  were  baptized.  I  have  made  tours  among  the  vil- 
lages in  the  station  staying  a  day  or  two  in  each  village.  With 
8  or  10  mission  helpers  I  have  conducted  itineracies  this  year  and 
the  Gospel  has  been  preached  to  about  6,040  persons  in  96 
villages. 

A.  DAVID,  Pastor. 


DINDIGUL  CHURCH. 

During  the  absence  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chester  in  America,  the 
charge  of  this  large  station  has  been  placed  under  the  Rev.  H.  C. 
Hazen,  whose  kind  supervision  has  been  very  helpful  to  the 
cause.  Though  the  stay  of  Mrs.  Hazen  was  short,  yet  she  mani- 
fested such  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  Bible  woman,  as  to 
create  a  favorable  impression  on  the  hearts  of  the  Hindu  women 
under  instruction.  I  am  glad  to  mention  that  this  work  is  steadi- 
ly growing.  It  is  a  matter  of  warm  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly 
Father,  that,  in  answer  to  our  prayers,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chester 
have  returned  to  live  and  labor  with  us,  with  fresh  health  and 
spirit. 

Though  I  cannot  report  any  general  quickening  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  this  congregation,  yet,  the  lives  of  some  members 
have  been  exemplary.  One  of  them  manifests  unusual  desire  to 
pieach  about  his  dear  Saviour,  in  and  out  of  the  town,  while  pur- 
suing his  other  duties.    Three  other  members  have  rendered 
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valuable  assistance  hy  gleaning  missionary  news,  from  papers,  and 
by  giving  tliem  out  in  the  monthly  meetings. 

My  visits  to  the  adjacent  villages  to  preach  and  to  give  tracts, 
have  been  more  frequent  than  in  any  previous  year. 

In  my  weekly  meeting  with  the  students  of  the  C.  V.  E.  S. 
Normal  School,  the  young  men  have  been  so  trained  as  to  quote 
verses  from  the  Bible,  on  subjects  previously  given. 

This  church,  besides  supporting  their  pastor,  have  liberally 
coutribnted  this  year  Rs.  40-15-10  to  the  Madras  Bible  and 
Tract  Societies,  against  Rs.  28-13-0  of  last  year. 

About  6  Tamil  Bibles  were  bought  by  Hindus  and  Mohamme- 
dans. A  Hindu  vakil  besides  purchasing  a  Bible,  expresses  his 
wish  to  buy  as  many  Tamil  commentaries  on  the  Bible  and  as 
many  Biblical  treatises,  as  can  be  had. 

J.  COLTON,  Pastor. 


NORTH  AND  WEST  CONGREGATIONS, 
DINDIGUL. 

I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  members  in  these  congregation^ 
are  more  regular  in  attending  the  Sunday  services,  and  earnest  in 
committing  to  memory,  and  I'eciting  the  Scripture  verses  than  the 
last  year.  Old  men,  too,  both  men  and  women,  have  taken  an 
interest  in  singing.  Having  understood  that  some  chief  members 
tried  to  win  the  souls  of  their  relatives  to  Christ,  I  encouraged 
them  unceasingly  in  their  attempt  so  that  they  might  not  become 
wearied  in  well  doing.  They  care  for  their  own  prayer-houses 
and  contribute  things  and  build  them.  The  money  collected  for 
the  support  of  the  pastor  and  catechists  was  Rs.  87.  A  prayer- 
house  was  dedicated  in  Pappankulam.  Twenty  souls  were  added. 
In  a  village  the  members  are  tiling  the  prayer-house,  removing 
the  thatched  roof.  There  are  three  villages  on  the  adjacent  hills, 
namely,  Adalur,  Periyur  and  Puliyangali.  The  congregations  in 
these  villages,  too,  are  regular  in  coming  to  the  services  and  in 
giving  contributions.  The  Christian  coolies  who  go  up  the  hills 
are  gathered  together  on  Sundays,  und  prayer-meetings  and 
preaching  are  held  for  them. 

A.  SAVARIMUTTU,  Pastor. 
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ARUPPUKOTTAI CHURCH. 

I  have  been  blessed  with  comfort  iu  the  prosecution  of  pastoral 
duties. 

Wheu  I  look  back  on  the  last  ten  years'  work  at  Aruppukottai 
it  is  very  encouragilig  to  me.  The  congregation  number  is  in- 
creased from  75  to  221  and  the  church-members  from  13  to  92. 

At  Paliampatti  7  families  have  contributed  nearly  100  Es.  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  church  building. 

At  Kovilankulam  the  Hindus  contributed  Rs.  60  and  built  a 
school  and  house  for  our  mission.  In  my  circle  I  can  say  that 
all  the  agents  are  M'orking  in  the  vineyard  with  industry  except 
two.  Lectures  have  been  delivered  to  Hindus  and  Mohamme- 
dans in  various  parts  of  the  town.  The  want  of  large  rooms  is 
most  felt.  The  Scripture  truths  are  illustrated  with  the  magic 
lantern  by  onr  missionary.  Six  Bibles  and  4  New  Testaments 
"with  Psalms  were  sold  to  Hindus. 

Several  persons  were  added  by  profession  and  15  children  by 
baptism. 

As  the  head  quarters  of  the  station  is  to  be  transferred  to 
Aruppukottai  I  hope  for  greater  success  in  the  future  than  in 
previous  years. 

Y.  S.  TAYLOR,  Pastor. 


WEST  KARISAKULAM  CHURCH. 

There  are  now  466  members  connected  with  these  two  churches 
of  whom  156  are  church-members.  I  have  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  the  congregations  connected  with  these  two 
churches  16  times;  fifteen  have  been  taken  in  to  the  church  on 
profession  of  faith;  18  children  have  been  baptized  and  three 
marriages  have  been  solemnized.  I  have  attended  one  itineracy 
this  year.  Two  church  buildings  have  been  dedicated.  My  wife 
once  came  with  me  to  the  village  congregations  and  held  meet" 
ings  for  women.    The  Lord  has  been  with  us  and  blessed  us. 

M.  EAMES,  Tastor. 
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Station. 

Madura  Fern. Nor. 
Boys  H.  School... 

Tirumiinp;alam... 
Tirupuvanam  ... 

Pasumalai  

Periakulam   

Battalagundu  

M(;hir  

ci 

Mandmadura  .... 

Total... 

The  following  donations,  received  by  those 
under  whose  names  they  are  severally  specified, 
are  thankfully  acknowledged. 


Rev.  J.  E  Chandler. 
For  Educational  Work. 

Ra.  A.  r. 

Woburn  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  Anthony        ...  ...  29  2  5 

Uptou  Mass.  Y.  P.  S.           ...           .•■  ...  43  7  6 

Topeka  Kansas  Mission  Band              ...  ...  58  4  10 

By  Cheque  on  Honkong  Bit....             ...  ...  44  12  5 

Bill  of  exchange  Brown  Shipley  &  Co.  ...  o&  11  11 

Miss  A.. Oilman  ($25)           ...           ...  ...  73  0  0 

Mias  Susan  Howland             ...           ...  ...  500 

Miss  G.  A.  Chaxdlek. 

For  Educational  Work. 

Miss  Hall  ($25)      ...           ...           ...  ...  74  4  0 

Northfield  Seminary  ($25)     ...           ..•  ...  74  4  0 

Miss  Drnry  ($25)    ...           ...           ...  ...  72  14  0 

From  Boiialo,  for  Rayappau   -..           ...  ...  43  11  7 

Chicago  Band  for  Christmas  treat.        ...  ...  24  10  9 

Rev.  J.  T.  Noyes  for  girls      ...          ..•  ...  GO  0  0 

For  Evangelist, 

Olivet  Church  (.$40)             ...           ...  ...  116  0  0 


Rev.  G.  H.  Gctterson. 
For  Meliir  Station. 
Mrs.  F.  Clarence  Smith,  Prize  for  Women's  Bible 

examination         ...  ...  .••  •••       10    0  0 

Mrs.  Bliss,  Lexington,  Mass.  ($5)       ...  ...       14    6  0 


52 


Rs.  A.  p. 

M.R.Ry.  M.   Strinlvasa   Row  Avargal,  Deputy 
Collector  for  prizes  for  thief  caste  boys  in  Middle 

School  ...           ...           ...           ...           ...  10  0  0 

For  Manamadura  Slation. 

J.  Twigg,  Esq.       ...           ...           ...           ...  5  0  0 

Rev.  A.  U.  Burnell ...           ...           ...           ...  89  11  9 

G.  H.  Ray,  Esq.       ..           ...           ...           ...  42  5  8 

Miss  Moores,  Newbargh,  N.  Y.           ...           ...  29  5  11 

Miss  Gilbert,  Mills  Seminary  Park,  Cal.             ...  45  3  9 

Rev.  A.  II.  Buruell,  for  helpers            ...           ...  36  3  O 

Through  Rev.  A.  H,  Buruell  for  Manamadura 

Church  ...           ...           ...           ...           ...  394  5  ? 


Rev.  H.  C.  Hazen. 

Miss  Cora  A.  Cook  for  Bible  woman  and 

village  schools       ...           ...           ...  $74.21 

L.  D.  Hurd  Holly,  N.Y.,  for  new  church  80.21 

A.  S.  Salsbury        do.              do.  25.00 

Friends  iu              do.             do.  24.30 

Mrs.  Capron           do.              do.  7.00 

S.  S.  Class  of  L.  D.  Hurd         do.  19.00 
Mrs.  Capron  for  Girls  Boarding  School 

and  village  catechist            ...           ...  oO.OOi 

Broadway  Tabernacle  N.Y.  Young  Ladies 

Missionary  Society  for  Bible  woman   ...  35.00 

D.  L.  Moody  for  Bible  woman  ...           ...  35.00 

Miss  Surgenbilt  for  village  schools         ...  15.00 

Mrs.  Brander  for  Girls  Boarding  School  ...         5    0  0 

S.  S.  at  Holly,  N.Y.,  for  student  at  Pasu- 

malai  village  school             ...          ...  39»00 


Rev.  J.  P.  Jones. 

For  Madura  High  School  Building. 

J.  Ryan,  Esq.  for  Sivaganga  Lessees  ...      500    0  0 

M.R.Ry.  M.  Alagirisamy  Nayadu  Avargal  ...  150  0  0 
Zemindar  of  Gaudamanayakauur         ...  ...      150    0  0 


5-3 


Ivs.  A.  r. 

Hon.  p.  p.  IliUelihis             ...           ...  ...  100  0  0 

„    II.  S.  Thomas...   "        ...           ...  ...  100  0  0 

II.  II.  The  Maharaja  of  Tiavancors     ...  ...  100  0  0 

M.R.Ry.  R.  Subbaiyar  Avargal            ...  ...  100  0  0 

Hon.  S.  Subramaniya  Aiyar  Avargal    ...  ...        50  0  0 

E,  Turner,  Esq.       ...           ...           ...  ...        50  0  0 

M.R.Ry.  L.  Narasimacharlyav  Avarual...  ...        50  0  0 

„       P.  Kotasami  Tevar  Avargal  ...  ...        50  0  0 

BoJiuayakanur  Zemindar  Avargal        ...  ...  50  0  0 

M.R.Ry.  Andiyappa  Chottiyar             ...  ...        30  0  0 

Robert  Fischer,  E.<q.             ...           ...  ...  25  0  0 

T.  M.  Scott,  Esq.     ...           ...           ...  ...  25  0  0 

AI.  Strinlvasa  Row  Avargal    ...           ...  ...  25  0  0 

Rev.  Hector  MacdulF            ...           ...  ...  10  0  0 

C.  Dunell,  Esq.        ...           ...            ..  ...  10  0  0 

James  Rice,  Esq.     ...  ...  ...  ...  1000 

M.R.Ry.  M.  Tillauayagam  Filial  Avargal  ...  10  0  0 

„        S.  Gopalachariyar  Avargal     ...  ...  10  0  0 

„       M.  Veiikatasamy  Nayadu  Avargal  ...  10  0  0 

A  number  of  small  Subscriptions         ...  ...  117  0  0 

For  Other  Objects. 

T.  Weir,  Esq.         ...           ...           ...  ...  50  0  0 

Rev.  II.  Macduff     ...           ...           ...  ...  25  0  0 

Hudson,  Ohio  S.  School  (£2)...           ...  ...  28  14  0 


Rev.  J.  C.  Peekixs. 

Miss  A.  Deeriug      ...           ...           ...  ...  43  0  0 

Miss  Smith              -..           ...           ...  ...  43  0  0 

George  L.  Beaver,  Esq.         ...           ...  ...  80  0  0 

A  friend  in  East  Saginaw  Michigan     ...  ...  59  0  0 

Mrs.  Samuel  Perkins             ...           ...  ...  50  0  0 

Faith  church,  mission  baud    ...           ...  ...  88  0  0 

Rev.  J.  E.  TRAcVi 
For  Educational  Work. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Clark,  Lithopolis,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.  ...  145  0  9 

Cong.  S.  S.,  Williamstown,  Mass.,      do.  ...  146  9  3 


Rs. 

A. 

Miss  M.  B.  WooJcofk,  WiUiaiustown,  Mass.,  U.S. A, 

76 

8 

9 

Mrs.  Lincoln,                     do.           do.  do. 

76 

8 

9 

JVlr.  iTauk  Mather,              do.           do.  do. 

<6 

8 

9 

TVTr  T^n rn p*;                               rl o                 o  do 

<6 

3 

9 

■A  lady  in  Boston  tlirougli  Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron 

71 

10 

3 

Miss  Annie  L.  Ilyde,  Norwich,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A.  ... 

74 

9 

8 

Infant  class  in  Schenectady  New  York 

53 

4 

0 

For  Disjjensary  Building. 

Plymouth  Church  S.S.,  Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  U.S.A. ... 

219 

13 

7 

Miss  Laura  II.  Watson,       do.       do.,       do.  ... 

72 

13 

10 

Buckingham  Chapel  S.S.,  Norwich,  Conn.,  do-  ... 

76 

8 

9 

For  Palavanattam  Church. 

Friends  in  S.  Mass.,  through  Rev.  J.  Herrick 

25 

0 

6 

For  General  Work. 

Mrs.  S.  B,  Capron,  Roxhury,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 

42 

12 

q 

Miss  M.  F.  Andrews,  Milbury,  do.  do. 

72 

13 

10 

For  the  Aid  of  the  Foot. 

iviiss  ivx.  r.  Anurews,  Jlilbury,  iviass.,  u.  o.  A.  ... 

0 

 ' 

Rev.  Gt.  T.  Washbckn. 

Miss  L.  Alden,  Randolph,  Mass.,  "U.  S.  A. 

14 

4 

10 

Mrs.  DeForest,  Talladega,  Alabama,  do. 

28 

9 

9 

„    Jenkins,  Kilbourne  City,  Wis.,  do. 

l59 

10 

9 

Through  Mrs.  Capron,  Boston,  do. 

143 

4 

6 

Chicago  Seminary    ...           ...  do. 

112 

12 

10 

Miss  Whitman  DcsMoines,  Iowa,  do. 

29 

2 

5 

Mr.  F.  E.  Dougall,  Montreal,  Canada  ... 

91 

14 

0 

For  Scholarship. 

Mrs.  L.  Grimes,  Canandaigua,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.  $100 

Mrs.  U.  M.  Place,  Gloversville,  do.       do.  50 

Mrs.  E.  Fry,                 do.       do.       do.  50 

Other  Friends,              do.       do.       do.  70.90 


Synopsis  of  Stations. 


Madura  1834. 

Eev.  J.  P.  Jones,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Jones,  Rev.  F,  Van  AlJen,  M.u., 
Mrs.  F.  Van  Allen,  Miss  Eva  M.  Swift,  Miss  Mary  P.  Root,  m.d., 
Miss  Hattie  A.  Houston,  Miss  Dencey  S.  Root. 

Rev.  E.  Yesadian,  pastor  of  East  Church;  Rev.  S.  Mathura- 
nayagam,  pastor  of  West  Church. 

10  catechists,  2  evangelists,  23  teachers,  15  Bible  women. 

Bindigul  1S35. 
!Rev.  E.  Chester,  m.d.,  Mrs.  E.  Chester,  Miss  M.  M.  Root,  Miss 
Carrie  S.  Bell. 

Rev.  J.  Colton,  pastor  of  Dindigul  Church;   Rev.  A.  Clark,  pas- 
tor of  Pukailaipatti  Church;  Rev.  A.  Savarimuttu,  evangelist, 
14  catechists,  2  evangelists,  36  teachei"s. 

Tirumangalam  1838. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tracy. 
Rev.  A.  Perumal,  pastor  of  Mallankinaru  Church. 
19  catechists,  1  evangelist,  13  teachers,  1  Bible  woman, 

Tirvpuvanavi  1838. 
In  charge  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy. 
Rev.  Gr.  Vethanayagam,  acting  pastor  of  Church. 
8  catechists,  1  evangelist,  3  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Pasumalai  1845. 
Rev.  G.  T.  Washburn,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Washburn,  Mr.  D.  S.  Herrick. 
Rev.  A.  Barnes,  m.a.,  pastor  of  College  Church;  Rev.  W.  A. 

Buckingham,  teacher. 
3  catechists,  1  evangelist,  13  teachers,  2  Bible  women. 

PeriaTcUlam  1848. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Chandler,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Chandler. 

Rev.  S.  Isaac,  pastor  of  Kambam  Church;  Rev.  E.  Seymour, 
pastor  of  Bodinaikanur  Church;  Rev.  C.  Vv'illiams,  pastor  of  Kot- 
taimedu  Church;  Rev.  S.  Nallathambi,  pastor  of  Kombai  Church. 

Jo  catechists,  1  evangelist,  27  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 
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Mandapasalai  1851. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Perkins,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Perkins,  Miss  M.  R.  Perkins. 

Rev.  D.  Christian,  pastor  of  East  Karisakulam  Church;  Rev.  M. 
Eames,  pastor  of  West  Kariskulam  Church;  Rev.  M.  Thomas, 
postor  of  Sevalpatti  Church;  Rev.  Y.  S.  Taylor,  pastor  of 
Aruppukottal  Church. 

25  catechists,  1  evangelist,  16  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 

Battalagundu  1857. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Chandler,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Cahndler,  Miss  G.  A.  Chandler. 
Rev.  A.  Pitchaimuttu,  pastor  of  Battalagundu  Church;  Rev.  M. 

Devasagayam,  pastor  of  Pommanpatti  Church. 
9  catechists,  3  evangelists,  14  teachers,  2  Bible  women. 

Melur  1857. 
Rev.  G.  H.  Gutterson,  Mrs.  G.  H,  Gutterson. 
3  catechists,  2  evangelists,  13  teachers,  4  Bible  women. 

Palnni  1862. 
Rev.  H.  C.  ITazen,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hazen. 
Rev.  A .  David,  pastor  of  Palani  Church. 
12  catechists,  1  evangelist,  18  teachers,  3  Bible  women. 

Manamadura  1864. 
In  charge  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Gutterson. 
9  catechists,  1  evangelist,  9  teachers,  3  Bible  women. 

Kodaihanal  1867. 
Rev.  J.  T.  Noyes,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Noyes. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Rowland,  pastor  of  Kodaikanal  Church. 
2  catechists,  4  teachers,  1  Bible  woman. 


Ceneral  Summary 
of  the  Work  of  the  American  Board 

FOR  ISSS. 


Missions  ...                  ...                  ...  ...  22 

Stations  ...                  ...                  ...  ...  90 

Out  stations                  ...                  ...  ...  9G0 

Missionaries — male  lt>T,  fcuialc  286  =  ...  453 

Of  wiiom  pliysiciaiis  nialo  oi  I'euiale    ...  ...  15 

Is'ativc  liolpeis              ...                  ...  ...  2,607 

Of  whom  pi ea<,'!i(!s       ...                  ...  ...  614 

CliiMches  ..                  ...                   ..  ...  3-6ii 

Communicants              ...                  ...  ...  30,546 

\(liieil  this  year           ...                  ...  ...  4,388 

r^llcgcs,  seminaries  and  high  .schools  ...  ...  59 

Pupils  in  the  same        ...                  ...  ...  3,947 

Female  boarding  srhoois                    ...  . ,  59 

Pupils  iu  the  same        ...                 ...  ...  3,068 

Common  scliools           ...                 ...  ...  892 

Pupils  in  the  same        ...                 ...  ...  34,855 

Total  of  pupils  under  instruction        ...  ...  42,733 

Total  receipts  of  the  Aiuericau  I'.oard  $667,289  =  Ks,  2,000, 00© 
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Mrs.  J.  T.  Notes 

Rev.  J.  E.  Chandler 
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Rev.  J.  E.  Tract 
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